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World Labor Mobilizes Hosts Against Mussolini 


Walkout Widens in New York Garment Industry 





0,000NeedleWorkers 
ipping Clerks as 


Join Shi 


I.L.G.W.U. Members 
Act in Sympathy— 
Won’t Work With 
Scabs 


100,000 May Quit 


Toilers Aroused By 
Employers’ Refusal 
toMeet Strikers’ Just 
Demands 


By William Stark 

1an 12,000 
boys 
New 
fair 


strike of more t 
clerks 


HE 

shipping 
and allied employes in 
York garment district 
to develop into one ot 
demonstr: 
seen 


push 
the 
bids 
the most 
itions of 
in many 


remarkable 
labor solidarity 
a year. 

Battling valiantly 
two weeks against a 
of seven employer associations re- 
fusing to give them recognition 
and meet their just demands for 
wage increases and improvement 
of shipping clerks, members of the 
Apparel Shipping C! 
are standing their ground. 
30,000 cloakmakers 
have quit thei 
posts in sympathy with the trik- 
ers, while hundreds of 
members of Truckmen’s Union, 
cal 102, have refused to make 
liveries to shops affected by the 
strike. At the moment of writing 
the struggle threatens to develo; 
into a general stoppage in the gar- 
ment industry. More than 100,00‘ 
workers may be involved. The gar- 
ment workers have let it be known 
that they will not work with scabs 
and insist that the demands of th 
shipping clerks be granted. Co- 
operating in the battle are 
many elevator operators, member: 
of the Building Service Employees’ 
Union, who are refusing to carry 
strikebreakers or haul merchandise 
destined for scab shops. 

The attempt made David 
Dubinsky, president of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union, to induce the organized em- 
ployers’ groups in the cloak, suit 
and dress industries to adjust 
strike of their shipping lerks, 
failed of results after the repre- 
sentatives of the seven empl 
associations in the women’s 
ment industry, who attended 
ference summoned for that purpos« 
by Dubinsky, refused to cooperat 
with the ILL.G.W.U. in any } 
(Continued on Page Three) 


Neckwear Union Calls 
1,000 Workers on Strike 
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One thousand workers from 
about 175 shops in New York City 
were called out on strike Tuesday 
by the United Neckwear Makers’ 
Union of the Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers to force manufac- 
turers to maintain NRA wages and 
An eption was made 
in the case of members of the 
Neckwear Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, who had agreed previous to 
the strike to maintain NRA wages 
and hours. 

Arrangements have been 
to extend the strike to New 
and Pennsylvania in case 
ployers in those states cannot come 

»ment with the 


heurs. exc 


made 
Jersey 
em- 


to an amicable sett 
union. 

Settlements have already 
reached with several independent 
manufacturers, and backed up by 
cash securities which have been 
given to the union. 

Overtures have been made to the 
union by a number of manufac- 
turers, but the union declared that 
it is not going to confer with the 
employers until the (strike has 
progressed for at leastja week. 


been 


Strikers Close Ranks 





Scab Auto Union 
Is Launched by 
Father Coughlin 


Move Started as A. F. of L. 
Charters International 
Automobile Workers’ 
Union at Detroit—Radio 
Priest Aids Bosses 


THROWING off the 
mo cloak under which 
ie has hitherto operated, Father 
Charles E. Coughlin selected the 
Labor Day weekend to launch 
what — back of him hope will 
company “union” of 
auto aie workers, with which 
proposed to strangle the ef- 
the workers to organize 
the quarter million auto workers 
in a mighty union of their own. 
The announcement was made at 
a mass meeting in Belle Isle, De- 
troit’s island park resort in the 
Det River, at the very moment 
officials of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor were working with a 
convention of auto workers upon 
the Organization of the Intern’t’l 
Automobile Workers, the bona fide 
international union of Detroit’s 
biggest industry. Coughlin bitterly 
attacked the A. F. of L. in his 
speech at Belle Island, and claimed 
15,000 members for his “union.” 
Father Coughlin, who hitherto 
in his public propaganda has con- 
fined himself to vague generaliza- 
tions, told his audience that he 
hoped to organize the bulk of the 
200,000 auto workers in and 
around Detroit in a “union” out- 
side of the organized labor move- 
ment represented by the A. F. of L. 
(Continued on Page Six) 
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OR twenty years the Teaches’ 

Union—the outstanding  lib- 
eral and radical organization of 
teachers in the country—under 
the leadership of Dr. Henry R. 
Linville, played a dominant part 
in every struggle of the workers 
and teachers for economic and 
social betterment. The vision 
and courage of the union leaders 
left an indelible imprint not only 
upon our schools but upon the 
philosophy and program of the 
American Federation of Teach- 
ers which they helped to estab- 
lish and build. 

Left Wing Applaus 

About ten or more years ago 
left-wing elements began to join 
the Union. The spirit of tolerance 
and the ultra-democratic constitu- 
tion of the union, as well as the 
policy of the officers of ignoring 
their unfounded attacks, along with 
economic adversity, made it pos- 
sible for the left-wing elements to 
confuse our younger and uninformed 
members. This they achieved by a 
policy of misrepresentation, char- 
acter assassination and sabotage, 
tactics that resulted in diverting 
the major energy of the union and 
its officers to internal squabbles 
with those who subordinated the 
interests of the Union to their po- 
litical philosophy. Every struggle 
between the official Communist 
Party and the Communist Party 
Opposition (the so-called Loveston- 
ites) found its counterpart in the 
meetings of the Teachers’ Union. 

Factionalism resulted in displac- 
ing loyalty to the Union by loyalty 
to special political philosophies and 
political programs. The result was 
disorderly union meetings, public 
sabotage of the Union’s best ef- 
forts, attempts to discredit the 
Union and its elected officers by a 


‘policy of studied misrepresentation 





Automobile Profits Soaring; 
All Companies Show Gains 





Chrysler, Packard, General Motors Among 
Firms Coining Millions in Biggest 
Year Since 1929 





ETROIT. — has 
returning leaps and 
bounds to the automobile manu- 
facturing corporations, but it has 
not reached the workers who 
} he automobiles, according 
1 report on profits and wages 
the industry by F. J. Dillon, 
neral organizer of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor here 
“Wages in the automobile in- 
P Dillon said, “have not 
year as much as the gen- 
level of prices. Although the 
productivity of the _ individual 
worke1 continuing to rise, he 
not an increased re- 
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The Chrysler Corporation has 
also piled up a few extra millions 
in profits and passed out large 
dividends to stockholders while 
keeping the wages of its employes 
|low. 


\ 


\ 





Dillon’s summary shows that 
with the combination of the larg- 
est unit volume in its history, to- 
gether with relatively lower costs 
and increased expenses, the corp- 
oration lifted its net earnings in 
the first half of 1934 to $18,659,310 
against $8,192,084 in the corres- 
ponding period of last year. 

The Hudson Motor Car Com- 
pany and the Packard Motor Car 
Company have likewise reported 
hundreds of thousands dollars 
of increased earnings during the 
present year. For the first six 
months the Hudson company an- 
nounced net earnings of $560,077, 
which the summary submitted by 
Dillon says the largest income 
the company has earned in any 
similar period in the last five 
years.” In the corresponding per- 
iod last year, the company reported 
a net loss of $718,160. 

The Packard Motor Cai 
pany has not remained outside the 
increased profits cavalcade. It re- 
ports a profit of $290,460 for 
the first six months of 1935. This 
sounds rather small in comparison 
gilt pocketed by t 
companies, but it is really 
when compared with the t 
of $2,968,144 in the correspona 
period of 1954. 

Organized automobile 
will scan with interest this record 
of increased profits reported by 
the corporations manufacturing 
automobiles and automobile parts 
shortly after the first constitutional 
convention of the United Automo- 
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bile Workers of America. 


Communists Wreck] 
the Teachers Union 


. RR 5% 
Alliance of Stalinites, Lovestonites, 
Left Wingers and Reactionaries 
Destroys That Fine Organization, 

Lefkowitz Charges 


ABRAHAM LEFKOWITZ 
Legislative Representative Teachers’ 








Union 


and character assassination, to 
public disrepute. Far worse was 
their attempt to tie the Union (1) 
toCommunist “innocents’ ” affiliates 
like the A.F.ofL. Committee on Un- 
employment Insurance, the Amer- 
ican League against War and Fas- 
cism; and (2) to pit the Union 
against organized labor by having 
it line up with the Communist 
Party and the Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation against the Byrne-Kill- 
grew Unemployment Insurance Bill 
and other labor measures. The 
effect of all this was to endanger 
our labor affiliation, despite the 
fact that the left-wingers contin- 
ually demanded the fullest co-oper- 
ation of organized labor which the 
latter so generously gave and which 
was largely instrumental in mak- 
ing possible the achievements of 
the Union and the American Fed- 
eration of Teachers. 





Socialist and Trade Union Leaders 


Meet in Geneva to Map Action 
Against Fascist Italy’s Conspiracy 





British Labor 
For Embargo | 
Against Italy|r 


Margate Congress Hears 
Stirring Plea for Militant 
Action to Smash Fascism 
— Momentous Decisions 
Expected 


By John Powers 
ETERMINED action incl tude 
ing economic and_ financi ial | 

sanctions and not excluding the| 
use of military force, if neces-} 


sary, to stop Mussolini’s pro- 





The Dewey Report 

In 1933 Professor John Dewey 
headed a Union committee to in- 
vestigate the left-wing activities. 
The Dewey committee pointed out 
that the evidence showed that the 
left-wing leaders sought to conceal 
their political affiliation and ob- 
jectives by unscrupulous attacks 
upon the officers as “labor fakers, 
traitors, and _ red-baiters.” The 
counter-charge the officers were 
“undemocratic” was based upon the 
refusal of the officers to follow 
the “correct line,” that is, the Com- 
munist line. 

These conditions grew progress- 
ively worse since the publication of 
the Dewey Report. The groups 
were censured for their anti-union 
conduct; their leaders were sus- 
pended for sabotage of union poli- 
cies but to no avail. Hence the 
Executive Board, later sustained 
by the Delegate Assembly, appealed 
to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Teachers 
for an investigation and for a re- 
vocation of the charter of Local 
No. 5, to make possible the elim- 
ination of the discordant political 
and factional elements without ex- 
posing them to the danger of ex- 
pulsion they so vigorously but im- 
properly emphasized. 


posed robber raid on Ethiopia 
and to smash fascism was de- 
manded at the sixty-seventh 
annual meeting of the British 
Trades Union Congress when it 
convened at Margate on Mon-] 
day. 

The congress is 
adopt resolutions of profound sig- 
nificance to the peace ,of Europe 
and the fate of democracy. It 
to be followed next month by the 
annual meeting of the British La- 
bor Party, which may take 
over direction of the British Gov- 
ernment. Significant in this con- 
nection is the fact that the poli- 
cies of the British Labor Party are 
determined largely by its affiliated 
trade unions. The final resolutions 
to be adopted at Margate will 
therefore be of immense historical 
significance in shaping the attitude 
of British and European in 
the struggle against. fascism. 
(Continued on Page Three) 
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Manifesto Calls for 
Pressure on Govern- 
ments to Halt Pirate 
Raid on Ethiopia 


Boycott Is Proposed 


M. Litvinoff’s 
GenevaStand 
Condemned 


By Harry R Rogoff 

HE attitude of the 
Government on the Ethiopian 
question is becoming esceedingly 
embarrassing for our Commu- 
nists in America. For years the 
Communists have been telling the 


Negroes in this country that : ee 
Soviet Russia was the sole true Ww! TH Mussolini’s war- 
friend of oppressed races machine relentlessly dragging 
throughout the world. They] the tortured and laved people 
that in the event any im-] 0f Italy nearer and nearer to the 
government sought to armed conflict in Africa 
against any of the Black] the whole International Socialist 
Soviet Government] and L abor movement is swinging 
would be first to protest and to[ into action in a mighty endeavor 


offer help. And now when the}t@ pre peace of th, 
people of Ethiopia face destruc-] world. 
tion we hear not a word of The 
protest from the Soviet Govern-|#"4 Socialist 
ment. Pe were 

Up to this moment Soviet Russia Italian goods 
has evinced less concern, less sym- bandit raid 
pathy for helpless Ethiopia than upon the ne 
some of the big capitalist coun- piratical expedition, 
tries, the United States for ex- thousands 
ample. 

McQuane Resigns 

Negroes who had permitted them- 
selves to be influenced by Com- 
munist propaganda are beginning | be met with the massed force 
to ask questions. Some days ago]of the anized labor movement, 
the Communist “Daily Worker” | whose to tortured people 
published the letter of resignation Italy is to to it that the 
of Herman McQuane national | brutal fascism has enslaved 
secretary of the Communist Negro|that country does survive the 
federation. He resigned from the] pr crisis. 
Communist Party because he had 
become convinced that the Com- 
munists were not sincere in their 
declarations of love for the 
Negroes, and because of the Soviet | to 
Government’s attitude on the Ethi-] strat; 
opian question. The fact that the 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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tions Urged in All 
Countries— Demand 
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Every Socialist 
labor organization 
the International 
Trade Unions is under 
stage colossal anti-war 
ons, to endeavor to 
bloody hand of the fascist bully at 
Rome, and in every way to seek 
to prevent Mussolini from plung- 
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Connecticut Labor Summoned 
To Form Political Party 


ing two nations—and possibly the 


whole world—into a bloody con- 


fiiet 

flict. 

The members of the Executives 
the Labor d Socialist Inter- 
ational and the 


an 











Investigation Held 

The investigation was held and 
the issue was presented to the Ex- 
ecutive Council and the Convention 
of the American Federation of 
Teachers which met at Cleveland 
from August 26th to the 30th. 
When the Executive Council met | 
we realized that Professor Maynard | 
Krueger of Chicago University, 
leader of the “militant” Socialists, BD 
dominated many of the members 
»f the Council whom he had helped | 
elect by the establishment of “pa- 
per” locals and by uniting these | 
locals with the reactionary leaders | 
of the Convention and the “Ohio 
politicians.” This year Professor 
Krueger cemented his hold upon} 
the Convention by creating more | 
small “paper” locals for whom he| 
took pains to secure left-wing rep- | 
resentation. In this “packed” con- 
vention, ably assisted by Dr. Cham- | 
berlain, the expelled R.P.C. mem- | 
ber of Buffalo, Claude Williams of | 
Little Rock, Andrew J. Biemiller, 
Winslow N. Hallett of Allentown, 
Mrs. Mary Foley Grossman of | 
Philadelphia, David Englestein of 
Commonwealth, Albert Blumberg 
of Baltimore and other militants, | 
they helped wreck Local No. 


New York. It 


At Cleveland 


At the meetings of the Executive | 


Council Krueger obviously dictated | ay Gole 


the motions and so dominated the | 
situation. Krueger, advised by the | 
Socialist “militants’ 


Tulechin—behind whom the united | 
front hid—made clear his purpose 
to destroy the present leadership. 
This was evidenced by his remark 
that if the charter of Local No. 5 
were revoked, he would never vote 





(Continued on Page Two) 
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By Abraham Knepler 
Special to The New Leader 


DAXBURY, Conn Conn.—The time 
ripe tor the organizatio1 
a L abor party y opposed to the 
parties, acc cording to the 
annual report of J. Nicholas 
Danz, President of the Stat 
Federation of Labor, to the 
Golden Jubilee convention now 

in session here. 

President Dan z also called for 
resolution prohibiting officers of the 
Labor movmeent from holding off 
as Republicans or Democ. 
well as for an intensified 
of Nazi Germany and war t 
end against all forms of fascism. 

The convention, the largest and 
most enthusiastic in the history 
of the state, listened with tremen- 
dous enthusiasm to a sti 
address by Socialist Mayor jon 
McLevy of Bridgeport. The ‘ote 
roposals wa 
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mtaneopus acclaim as he con-|fasci yuntr 
cluded, Bridgeport’s Socialist may- Closing his speech, Mr. Morrison 
or spoke of Labor’s march in Con- urged the fullest support of the 
necticut during the past 50 years,| A. F. of L. for the Chest for Lib- 
(Continued on Page Three) ‘eration of Workers of Europe. 
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uito Workers’ Union Gets 
International Charter 





Special to The New Leader 
ROIT.—The International 
Automobile Workers’ Union, 
Y gbgatiized under the banner of 
the American Federation of La- 
bor, is an established fact. The 
first constitutional convention of 
the new union closed here Friday 
amid much enthusiasm on the 
part of the 250 delegates repre- 
sénting 35,000 members already 
enrolled. 

President William Green of the 
American Federation of Labor, 
presented an A. F. of L. charter 
to the convention with the declara- 
tion that a major objective of the 
new union is to secure an annual 
wage sufficient to “keep the worker 
in decency the year around.” 

“In effect, all that we are ask- 
“ing,” he added, “represents your 
share of the wealth you produce. 
Executive officers through large 
salaries and bonuses are diverting 
tto themselves larger shares of in- 
come than belong to them. We are 
going to change all that.” 

President Green urged a recruit- 
ing drive to enroll a quarter of a 
million automobile workers in the 
union. 

A great deal of dissatisfaction 
noticeable at the opening of the 
convention was dissipated as the 
delegates found themselves _ to- 
gether for a few days, and actually 
began to work together. 

The new union, with A. F. of L. 
backing, and starting in the trough 
or upswing of the economic cycle, 
thas a far greater chance of success 
than the now defunct United Auto- 
mobile, Aircraft and Vehicle Work- 
ers’ Union which was begun during 
the false prosperity of the war and 
petered out in the depression of 
the early twenties. 

The old auto union was an out- 
growth of the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers’ Union which had been 


affiliated with the A. F. of L. As 
a result of jurisdictional fights 
with machinists, blacksmiths, sheet 
metal workers and other interna- 
tional unions, the new Auto Work- 
ers’ Union, in 1917, vote almost 
unanimously to withdraw from the 
A. F. of L. 

Due to the appeal that the in- 
dustrial organization of the new 
union had for workingmen, begin- 
ning in 1918 it began to grow by 
leaps and bounds. The union took 
in body builders, blacksmiths, sheet 
metal workers, truckers, all 
branches of the painting crafts, 
Sweepers, inspectors, trimmers, 
millwrights, and all workers who 
worked in or around an automobile 
plant—men and women, black and 
white. 

When the union began its organ- 
ization work, its membership was 
almost exclusively experienced 
union men from the old wagon and 
carriage union. As a result of 
long series of short and very effec- 
tive strikes, tens of thousands of 
unskilled laborers, inexperienced in 
union activity, came into the or- 
ganization, with the result that 
when the 1921 crash came and at- 
tempts were made to slash wages 
and lengthen working hours, the 
union was ruined. 

None of the experience of the 
older union is to be lost, however. 
The leaders of the present union 
-an look back gratefully to the 
work done in an earlier decade, 
and much of their work is based 
upon that. 

The new union has the full 
strength of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor back of it. It is or- 
ganized in a time of depression 
with the hope of some sort of pros- 
perity to give the members exper- 
ience. And it will take in parts 
and production workers only in 
order to avoid jurisdictional dis- 
putes. 





Jury Trial Won for 
Bakers’ Union in 
Injunction Case 


a In the first court test of the 
recently enacted law providing for 
jury trials in contempt cases in la- 
bor disputes Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Meier Steinbrink in Brooklyn 
held the law constitutional and 
ordered jury trials for several 
members of Local 505 of the Ba- 
kery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union. 

The case in which the decision 
was rendered was one in which 
the Standard Baking Company of 
Brooklyn obtained a permanent in- 
junction against the Bakers’ Inter- 
national. 

The company moved to punish 
the union and three individual 
members who had picketed alleged- 
ly in violation of the injunction. 
The workers demanded a jury trial 
while the company attacked the 
constitutionality of the new law. 
Steinbrink sustained the validity 
of the statute and ordered a trial 
by jury. 

The Standard Baking Company 
case was the case in which Justice 
Leander B. Faber issued a tem- 
porary injunction which was so 
drastic as to arouse the entire la- 
bor movement. It was largely this 
ease which influenced the Legis- 
lature in passing the group of laws 
limiting labor injunctions and pro- 


ceedings to punish for contempt 
thereon. 
Matthew M. Levy, labor attor- 


ney, who appeared on behalf of the 
Bakers’ Union, hailed the decision 
of Justice Steinbrink a great 
victory for the entire labor move- 
ment. 

Levy said, “The evils inherent 
in punishing the officers and mem- 
bers of a labor union for alleged 
contempt of court without trial 
by jury have been recognized. 
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The Legislature S ession 
was finally moved by vigorous 
protest of organized labor to en- 
act this statute, providing for jury 
trials. The labor movement, as is 
usual in similar situations, found 

















it necessary to defend this reform 
in the courts from the energetic 
attacks of employe: In ti the 
first case in wi the constitu- 
tionality of the ite providing 
for jury trial n contempt cases 
was raised, labor has been vic- 
torious. 

In his decision Steinbr rid: 
“The social ar or forces 
underlying labo pu th its 
résulting wide put terest, the 
plethora of legal 1 I yn the 
subject, the declarat 1s | 
legislatures, including the Congress 


of the United States and 
islature of this state, tI the 
are abuses be 
ing procedure appli 
disputes, all negative any 
inference that legislation 1i 

in its application to labor disputes 


to met 


able to 


is arbitrary, oppressive or — ici- | the Communists, 


ous or based upon no real 
tion,” 


Research Workers 
in Strike Against 
J.B. Matthews 


against the arbitrary decision of 
its officers composed of F. J. 
Schlink, president, Mary C. Phil- 
lips (Mrs. Schlink) and J. B. Mat- 
thews, vice-president, who have re- 
fused recognition of the workers’ 
union, Federal Local No. 20055, 
recently chartered by the American 
Federation of Labor. 


The building trades workers en- 
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The strikers have appealed to|this way these militants helped right of defending themselve eliminating the founders of the 
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pealed to the entire cooperative} and fascism and to political action | “* d se ee ee resign! Delegates were seated in this con- | 
/ é rice : ’ and hand the ral t » left. : 
movement and to the American] with the Communist Party. an ant 1€ tocal tO the left-| vention in direct, violation of con- 
Federation of Labor to support the The Real Issue wingers. A left-wing local would] stitutional provisions. The conven- 
strikers as it involves the funda- The representatives of the Union be expelled from the Central} tion did even the unprecedented 
mental right of workers to organ- brought out facts to shov th a the Trades and Labor Council and the] thing of changing election rules 
Di n t jacts to snow that t r “404 a Soop » hel Son ow “mi . 
ize. They propose that both move-] officers of the Union had the N. Y. State Federation of Labor] during the balloting to permit the 
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Arthur Kallet, co-author witl rhe real le Can the Teach he rep! nting the old . ‘th ‘chart a L veal No. 5. 
. . ioe ’TY . delega presenting > d-l| re ke the charter ¢ E 
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Socialist Party { ‘ M rence C,| never vote to return it to the pres- 
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sistent vi relation of the party’s in-| teache = : ten sg pest. Page ve TI oe oe P a bape 
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EVENTY workers comprising vote on the issue of revoking the 
the staff of Consumers’ Re- charter of No. 5. Despite his best 
search, Inc, Washington, N. J., efforts, the vote in the ( ouncil on 
have gone on strike in protest revocation was 6 to 6, President 
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Communists Wreck 
the Teachers’ Union 





(Continued from Page One) 
to give it to the present adminis- j{ 
tration and the majority; that 
he would give it to those for whom 
he was fighting—the left-wingers 
temporarily led by the “militants” 
but in reality by the Rank-and- 
Filers (the Stalinite Communists) 
under the leadership of Isidore 
Begun and others. To make it easy 
to carry out his purpose, he sought 
to bind the convention to a secret 


1s, 








Raymond Lowry voting to revoke. 
Lowry Follows Krueger 

Krueger then was nominated for 
President of the A.F.ofT. in oppo- 
sition to Lowry. This frightened 
Lowry into following Krueger, and 
in return for this reversal, Krueger 
withdrew and left the field to the 
present incumbent. The “militant” 
Socialist steam-roller, aided | 


DV 
President William Green’s  well- 





















































morality, and the reluctance of our 
members to expel for fear such ex- 


pelled persons might be dismissed 


‘CHICAGO UNIONS BACK) 


TERRE HAUTE WORKERS 


| 
By Morris Se Seskind 
i Special to The New Leader 
| HICAGO—At a regular meet- 
ing of the Chicago Federa- 
‘tion of Labor 9n Labor Sunday, 
| September 1, the representatives 
‘of the organized workers of Chi- 
| cago unanimously decided to give 
battel to Governor McNutt of 
Indiana, who has established mil- 
itary dictatorship in Vigo county 
in order to break the strike of 
}the workers of the Columbian 
| Enameling and Stamping, Com- 
pany. 

This decision was taken after 
| Comrade Joseph M. Jacobs, attor- 
‘ney for the strikers, reported the 
{terrible situation that exists in 
| Terre Haute as a result of military 
rule there. 
Together 


with Comrade Jacobs 
was Mrs. L. Conden, a member of 
ithe strike committee, who gave a 
, Vivid picture of the suffering and 
| deprivation the 1,500 strikers are 
| undergoing. Since the military rule 
; was established, free speech, free 
; assemblage and peaceful picketing 
iare prohibited. The militia is pro- 
tecting the scaBs not only when 
they go to work but in the factory 
also when they move from one de- 
partment to another. 

The Terre Haute trade unions 
are doing all they can to assist the 
strikers financially and to provide 
food for their families, but the 
strike committee can only give a 
dollar’s worth of food to each 
family of four. 

Comrade Jacobs explained that 
Governor McNutt has violated the 
Constitution of the state by de- 
claring martial law, and has set 
aside the civil government and 
courts in order to break the strike 
and help the employers of Terre 
| Haute, who have decided to destroy 
|the labor movement of 

The lawyers for the strikers 
| go into the Federal courts and de- 








will 


bia ; | mand an injunction to lift the 
| its internal difficulties because ex-} martial law edict. The lawyers are 
pulsion was impossible under our! giving their services free, but the 
Constitution—and because of the} necessary court expense to prepare 
over-indulgent attitude of our] the legal briefs must be raised 
members—even for the worst form | jmmediately. An appeal was made 
of sabotage and anti-union conduct;!to the delegates and President 
that tolerance, coupled with the| Fitzpatrick appointed the over- 
left-wing disregard for bourgeois} signed and Lillian Herstein, Dave 


} McVay and S. Lowe to make the 
which brought in $134. 


| collection, 
Delegate McVay introduced a 





from the school system, rendered | resolution to condemn the military 
the Union impotent to solve its in-| dictatorship and to pledge financial 
ternal civil war. The Union could}and moral assistance to the 
not even punish members for} strikers; this was unanimously 
sabotaging its membership cam-! adopted. The Federation also de- 
paigns. Hence to save our left-!cided to call upon all local unions 


wingers from the official reprisal 
pulsion would bring, 
reorganization was I The 
cry of “expulsion from the school 
system” raised by our left-wingers 
win the support of sentimen- 
false. They had exposed 


the alleged e> 
necess 





to oO 


talists was 


themselves far more fully by 
marching in a Communist parade 
carrying a sign “Rank and File of 





























to assist the strike to the limit of 
their The situation in 
Terre be given wide 
publicity through the W.C.F.L. 
radio station and the Federation 
News, the official organ the 
Chicago Federation of Labor. 


resources. 
Haute will 


of 





20 had not been legally entitled to 
vote because they had failed to pay 
these locals 






















Indiana. 


Socialists in Battle to End 
Martial Law in Terre Haute 


HICAGO.—Suit for in-; rested for attempting to interview 
»|Leo Vernon, Socialist organizer of 


junction against military rule | i, 
| Madison, Wis., was freed last week. 





an 


in Vigo county, Jnd., will be| “* 4 : ges 
Sy . . - - ern a s 
brought in Federal Court Tues- on was also released with the 
day, according to an announce three military prisoners Virgil 
« 9 ( « « se al 
Ss a Stewart, William Boardman and 





ment by Aron Gilmartin, sec- | 
| 
| 


mind Sate Tad ¥ Viola I Newby, whose petitions for 
SPmary-Teeasurer OF SHE LRBOF Sti writs of habeas corpus had been 
Socialist Defense Committee. | gonjeg, 
Those named as defendants are ” ian development in the Terre 


Governor McNutt, Mayor Sam|aute class struggle is the return 


3eecher, Chief of Police Wheeler]of Dr. R. Clyde White, Federal 
and Military dictator Major Wei- “conciliator,’ to Indiana Univer- 
mer of the Indiana National]sity to teach “sociology.” After 


his bootlicking of the reactionaries 
in Terre Haute it might be well 
for the unions to demand that he 
be removed from the teaching staff 


Guard. 

The suit will charge that use of 
the militia there is in violation of 
the Fourteenth Amendment to the 


Federal Constitution, in that it de-|of this state college. White un- 
prives citizens of liberty without |doubtedly teaches a “sociology” 
due process of law. The constitu-|that should win a medal from 
tion and statutes of Indiana, So- | Adolf Hitler. 


cialist attorneys state, do not give In reply to the letter of protest 


the governor authority to use the | sent to Secretary of Labor Perkins 
militia as Governor McNutt has|by the editor of The New Leader 
done. a subordinate of the department 
Military Dictatorship wrote that White had returned to 

> iniversity ; Iwi + ; 
The danger of a continuing mili- owe agp ny outine 

; gee rd action would be tak r i 

tary dictatorship in Vigo county eae ey Se 
y P e White’s activities as a_ strike- 


is evident from the fact that in 
Sullivan county, about twelve miles 
south of Terre Haute, martial law 
has continued since early in Octo- 
ber, 1933, and this military rule 
of two adjoining counties shows 
the danger that faces the organ- 
ized workers. Sullivan county came 
under military rule nearly two 
as the result of a min- 


breaker. 

To ignore White’s conduct with- 
out even a reprimand by the Labor 
Department is to make the depart- 
ment an accomplice in all of his 
actions in Terre Haute. 

The letter of the department to 
the editor of The New Leader also 
implies that White, appeared in sup- 








years ago P { ; 

ers’ strike; To this must be added |P0™t of the release.of three prison- 

the fact that a governor a few} ‘°"S held by the military author- 
a Z ie : 

° ° ities -rre g > . is 
years ago arbitrarily suspended lo- | ‘“’°S- The Terre Haute Star ac 
cal elections in the state With one count of tne hearing on the writs 

. ‘ a ig 7 >) ac > . ~ o: . 
county under the heels of military |°f habeas corpus on August 19th 
popinjays for two years and Vigo does not bear out this version of 
county facing indefinite continu-|‘*he Tole played in the case by 
ance of such rule weeks after the White. Sheriff Baker, — 
end of the general strike, this des- chief of police Mitchell, Dr. White, 
nye: ee haileneed ,;and Major E. E. Weimar, com- 
potic regime must be challenged or | 2"4 Major E, E, Weimar, com 
other areas of western Indiana will |™2"ding Indiana National Guard 
be ruled by Junker upstarts troops in the “military district of 
Socialists are defying Indiana Vigo county,” are all grouped to- 
martial law, Not ali: are they gether in the Star account of those 
. . . a 4, | Opposing the writs. 
fighting in the courts, but despite ; , zs i 
° , eve 2antl > p rae I 
orders from the military rulers of ts Meant arg Dr. R. yey 7 te, 
: i it sent y tk ; 
this community not to talk to more | * ‘conciliator” sent by the 


De ‘partment of Labor who gave his 



































than two people at any time, 5So-| X e | 1 
ig ‘ae 5 t , » as footms ss 
cialists and trade unionists here | ime —. prs wig wae = oe 
‘ . apit interests as again 
last week called meetings attended | ©! nvere 4€ Be 
by thousands turned up with another program 
ag eeinan ya gage = : -|which he presented at a luncheo 
Norman Thomas, chairman of | “hich he presented at a lu xa 
F Se ES ae , lof the Terre Haute Rotary Club. 
the party’s labor defense commit- ; Beg 
tee, made a flying trip from New Here he assumed another role. The 
eee ce 5 ie “$i ; Aaa “las er oct Ee > der- 
York to speak at two huge rallies learned” Doi “4 seemed to und f 
. +13 hi star hat he had made ¢ Ss 
protesting military dictatorship, an — orairne hes rage Sobel, ts 
> sas : ;{/tnings Dy his msolent attitude to- 
after the militia had twice arrested “a th “ ker f th ge d 
pee: : con wards > workers of the city an 
Socialist organizers earlier in the] |)“. oe th oo 
r ) 1; desir » remove the curse. 
week. Thomas’ rallies were held |@®!?e4 to rr ae Bs, 
in full cooperation with the ! A Rotarian Speaks 
BR i ee et all atthe. ieaetaca. al In the Rotary speech he walked 
labor organizations, with union Paces ‘ k 
. 1 warly 1 tne Zo be ween workers 
ficers as chairmen. lags Binet gh Pash doles ig 
; 9 ..) 4, ]and exploiters and assured the din- 
Over 2,000 people gathered to ; > 
. ‘ f it the interests of the own- 
hear Thomas speak at noon, when ‘ ne ‘ s 
| ' ; ers and capital are “identical.” As 
he used the courthouse steps as a W] : f f secielos 
a ‘ . ; 1ite is a professor of soc ry 
platform. Max Schafer, vice-pres- |]. °. . y ‘ 
r. : rt a ..) {it is evident from this statement 
ident of the Vigo county Central | °° : s 
I ; Ts ae \+1,,.)that his views go back to the in- 
szabor Union, presided. Other|- > 4) 5 
, fant days of the science. The ad- 
speakers were Leo Vernon and > ie ‘eis res ad ae aon 
| ‘gach ‘ess as a whole revealed an aca- 
| | Powers Hapgood, both of whom] j,. > meneen subaiiians the plati 
. sa: aemic ! ) a U a ba 
| had been released from military |,. aie 2 : 

Vs : : ... |tudes that are customary at such 
arrest earlier in the week, with|p,, irian affairs. However, the ar 
r 4: sa : * a TEE oa vOtarilan ¢ airs. \ ar- 
instructions not to be seen talking rogant attitude which he nad pre- 
;}to more than two peop.e at any lviously di splayed was absent. In 
2 $1) ispiay as abs . - 
Naame stead of the Junker strutting on 

Hapgood Arrested — parade, Dr. White became the dis- 

Powers Hapgood, member of the | crest pollyanna before his busines 
| N.E.C. of the Socialist Party, ar- | allies. 
| : ‘ 

b. Leaders of the convention and | ical action with all left-wing 
newly elected members of the e€x- | groups. 
ecutive Might il vituperously as-|" Just where do the militants stand 
sailed President William Green of | ‘ 


and whither are they drifting? 






























the A.F.ofL. who was characterized Chadios I Si sae 
by one of them as-a “Hitler.” This , whys J. Hendly, our local “mili- 
was done without even a protest | tant” Socialist, right when he asked 
from the chair and with the hearty | this question: What is the differ- 
endorsement of left-wing delegates. | ence between a militant Socialist 
By their statements, they place the | and a right-wing Communist? In 
American Federation of Sg sy the light of these facts, does the 
; sitior ‘waniz ‘ St foetar.. . : 
we Wisse ition to organized labor, | Socialist Party stand by its policy 
whose undivided support made pos- of working with organized labor 
sible the memorable achievements } 4 1 2 patria 
of the American Federation of and by ts democratic principles 
Teachers in state and nation. This | 2nd traditions or does it, like the 
they did in language unworthy of | “militant” Socialists, stand by dic- 
teachers, in violation of profes-|tatorship and a united front with 
sional ethics and decency. The at-}Communist groups? It must make 
te wh Ire j > ‘roan > 1 s 
ack erg Pre naa bon yp the } its choice. It cannot, like Maynard 
temper > s»hates. ¢ the acts , . 
temper of the debates, and the acts t Kyyeger, play both ends toward the 
of the convention leave us no al-| Wiggle and be all things ¢ ll 
ternative but to dissociate our- : 1 “sis = i zis 
A ; re als 
selves temporarily from these | 7@@!¢4!s. 
farcical, anti-labor proceedings — - 
We, the <r re pres sen : t | Brownsville Labor 
most of tne old and experience 
locals as well as the majority of Organizing to Back 
the members ’e speak for the cafe : 
the _membe1 ship. We spe ak Tor tne Socialist Campaign 
majority of the members’ who 
helped to bu ia and who tr rep 
; cel: ss oe Yelerates f Trad _— 
resent the American Federation of |, J 5c aby Trade Unions, 
Teache1 Workmen’s Circle branches, and 
ille, Selma] Other fraternal organizations will 
Rood, Dr rganize a joint campaign commit- 
Committee. | te« is Tuesday night, September 
The approved by duly 10 1 the Brownsville Socialist 
lected « representing the | campa The meeting will be 
following : Local No. 3, Chi-}held at 1e Brownsville Labor 
Wi 5, ayy York; 8,| Lyceum, 219 Sackman St., Brook- 
gt : Washington, |}, 
: n. 
Women; . su. = : 
Pla ) Carry on an energetic 
: “Memph Tenn.; ; a. ; 
Bedford, Mass.: 246, |°@™paign will be presented and a 
° Portland. Ore. ries of large mass meetings 
} Ark. oughout the entire 23rd Assem- 
A | Wrecked Union District will be mapped out. 
ane Organizations are asked to make 
The Teachers’ Union e¢ . ° 
‘ . : their representatives will 
ecked by “militan 1d by 
| Ma nar¢ Kr lege! vho ised le 
wing tac to capture he Con-!/ = 
ae 1} , The New Leader is published every 
ve ona Olnle \ N Saturday by The New Leader Pub- 
rea ) ‘ } e? Tl lishing Association, 7 E. 15th St, New 
, , ay eA <a York, N. Y.: Tel. ALgonquin 4-4622. 
- ae Panaee oN ATG Entered as Second Class Matter, Janu- 
I ) cla de ary.19, 1924, at the Post Office at New 
ovineg , ‘ adical and lil York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 
yr ‘ se Posed I} Vol. XVIII Sept. 7, 1935 = Ne. 36 
on ae Meal The milite a SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
tion oO sacners. ne ml P S > : , - sas 
. Ps : er ‘ = mu itants : Year, New York City Edition.. .$2.00 
also led the fight for a union with|] 1 Year, National Edition......... $1.00 
the American Leavue ags Paw 1 Year to Foreign Countries....,. $3.00 
é n eayue against War i Yearjto Canada $2.50 
and fascism and independent polit- 














4 World Labor Plans Fight on Mussolini’s Pirate Raid 











British Unions in Congress 
Denounce Fascist Plans 





(Continued from Page One) 
It is becoming more and more 


clear that however much the So- | 


cialists and trade unionists of Eu- 
rope are opposed to war and are 
anxious to avert it, if possible, 
they are equally determined to de- 
stroy fascism by force of arms if 
that be necessary. 

In his opening address to th 
Margate congress, William Kean, 
the president, advocated not only 
economic sanctions as the first step 
toward curbing the ambitions of 
Italian fascism but alsé the clos- 
ing of the Suez Canal to Italian 
ships carrying troops and muni- 
tions of war against Ethiopia. 

If this means war, he declared, 
“that is an issue we must face.” 

Cabling from Margate under 
date of September 1 the New 
York Times, Mr. Charles A. 
reported that Mr. Kean’s speech 
was “received gravely but with 
definite approval by the 575 dele- 
gates representing 3,389,000 trade 
unionists in Great Britain who in 
turn constitute the dominant half 
of the Labor Party.” 

Resolutions pending 
congress condemn both 
Italy, the first for her 
China and the second for 
spiracy against Ethiopia. 

A Challenge to the Leaque 

Point out the congress 
was meeting “under the shadow of 
war,” Kean excoriated Mussolini 
in words of fire and chal! 

League of Nations 

and put a curb upon the 
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suppose, 
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existence of the League but 
peace ef the world depends on its 
decision on one question: Will 
Italy observe the law or be treat- 
ed by sister nations as a criminal 
lawbreaker ? 
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Council has 
form and tl L 
vive if that duty is shirked. Italy 
can be coerced if cannot 
persuaded to eh me peace. 
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“Our aim and Par at as a trade | 
union movement not only to} 
prevent war but to enforce the |} 
principle of collective 


is 


responsibility | 
in the maintenance of the law of | 
nations. The application of these | 
economic and fin ag measures | 
will do both. If they are not im- 
ately effective i 
the further 
Suez Canal to 
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a standst 
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we must face. 
as realistic 
re 
es which 


rica to 


actio 
| 
That is an | 


We be 
as } Mussolini. 
shi x 


into h 


issue must 
least 
a 


at 
is grave 
yunsel measur 
var. But 
from the trade union standpoint t 
pol icy‘ Ws 
ay, unless Italy 
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re concerned, so 
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Fears ‘Graver Consequences 
“Italy’s aggression, if it goes 
unchecked, will have graver con- 
seqquences, It will destroy the 
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ind intensify dangerous 
-xisting in Europe and in the Far 
East 
ease on life, 

“Fascism is at the point of col- | 
and is losing its grip upon| 
the loyalties of people who 
rendered to its rule. It has re- 
ealed its true character not only 
n the destruction of free citizen- 
hip, the persecution of Jews and | 
hristians and the brutal torture 
of trade unionists and Social Dem- 
but in conditions 
servitude it has 
the resistance 
inions was overcome. If Musso- 
ini permitted to realize his 
lream of a Fascist empire by the 
ynquest of Ethiopia, this cruel | 
ind bloodstained tyranny will 
chieve _the _permanent —_enslave- 

nt of mankind. That is its aim. | 

“We meet within two days of 
meeting of the League Coun-} 
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effort organize the 
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long as the entire matter remained 
resolutions | slavery in Abysinia and, trampling 
half 
treaties underfoot, threatens to be- 
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order to delay the outbreak of war, | du 


M. Litvinoff’s 
GenevaStand 
Condemned 


(Continued from Page One) 
“Daily Worker” published the 
resignation and found it necessary 
to reply to McQuane’s charges 
shows that the resignation is not 
an isolated instance, that his disil- 
lusionment is spreading amofig the 
rank and file of the Negro fol- 
lowers of the Communist Party, 
and that something must be done 
to cope with the situation. 

The reasons given by the Com- 
munists for the attitude of the 
Soviet Government on the Ethi- 
opian question are false and ri- 
diculous. . 

To the question I put recently 
in The New Leader as to why 
Litvinoff, as chairman of the Coun- 
cil of the League of Nations, had 
failed to utter a single word of 
protest on Mussolini’s conspiracy 
against Ethiopia, and as to why 
the Soviet diplomat had voted for 
the Council’s imperialist resolu- 
tions, opposed bitterly by the rep- | 
resentatives of Ethiopia, the “Daily 
Worker” made reply, the substance 
of which was as follows: 
If Soviet Russia had 





voted 


would have obtained the excuse he 
has long been seeking for with- 
drawing from the League of Na- 
tions, thus facilitating the out- 
break of war. Litvinoff voted for 
the resolutions not because he 
favored imperialist treaties, but 
because the resolutions obligated 
Mussolini not to start any war as 





unsettled. Thus, the 
were in the nature of a preventa 
tive of war, although, to be sure, 
not a very secure one. 
This, in substance, 
explanation. 
The question we ask is: | L 
A Question for Litvinoff 
If this was the sole reason for 
Litvinoff’s support of the resolu- | 
tions, why did hé not say so 
publicly? Why did he not stand | ‘ 
up and say— 
“These are imperialist resolu- 
tions. I consider that Ethiopia is | 
quite justified in her protest, but} 
I vote for the resolutions in order | 
not to give Mussolini an oppor-| 
tunity to say that he has been |n 
pushed out of the League and in| 


} 
| 
| 
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was. the 


| ( 


| ¢ 


if it be prevented alto- | ‘ 
gether. 

Instead taking this position, 
which should have been the posi-| 
tion of any honest diplomat claim- | 
ing to be serving 
weak and the oppressed, Litvinoff | 
actually sought to prevail upon the | 
Ethiopian representatives to accept 
the resolutions, to move the victim ji 
to voting 
It was precisely this conduct on the | 
part of Litvinoff that prompted | 
the Ethiopians to say: “You are|_ 
asking us to commit suicide. We}? 
prefer assassination.” 


cannot 


of 
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Moreover, the excuse offered by 
the Communists is entirely false. 
The resolutions in question were 
not offered before the League 
Council in the interest of peace. 
Mussolini’s delay in unleashing 
war against Ethiopia is due not to]; 
fact that he has any concern 

he League of Nations, but to | 


the 
for t 
the f 

end of the rainy season in Africa. | 
Anyone familiar with the situation | 
knows this simple fact. The reso- | 
lutions of the League Council were | 


had for their purpose the dis- 
memberment of Ethiopia between 
France, England and Italy. The 
realization of this purpose would 

2 no less tragic for Ethiopia than 
war, for instead of being con- 
fronted with Italy alone in her 
fight for independence, Ethiopia 
would be confronted by the 
bined forces of the three nations 

Litvinoff knew this very well 
when he voted for the imperialist 
resolutions. He knew that what he 
voted for was not the preservation 
of peace but the destruction of 
Ethiopia’s freedom and integrity, 
the execution of an imperialist 
conspiracy against a small, help- 
less nation. 

Ridiculous are the ex 
“Daily Worker” in reply 
resignation of the Negro 
secretary. The question he ask 
why Soviet Russia was doing 
nothing to help Ethiopia. The 
“Daily Worker” replied that to 
charge that Soviet Rus 
upporting Ethiopia’s 
tantamount to saying 
Russia itting her 
and that Russia’s very 
pendent upon revolutions 
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Trade Unions to Employ 
Boycott Against Italy 





(Continued from Page One) 
mittee appointed by the L.S.I. and 
the I.F.T.U., at a joint meeting in 
P August 26th. Meantvhile Brit- 
j Labor, ee for the mil- 
lions tl] 
world what such a war means. 

The Labor and Socialist Inter- 
national has summoned the work- 
ers of the world to mighty t 
in a stirring manifesto in whic 
calls upon the Italian people to 
remember that their true enemies 
are not in Addis Abbaba but in 
Rome. 


y 
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To the Workers of the World 


manifesto reads as follows: 
the moment when Musso- 
lini is massing his troops wi a 
view to an imminent attack 
Abyssinia; 

“When war, though not yet de- 
clared, has already filled the hos- 
pitals with sick and plunged many 
families in mourning; 

“The Labor and Socialist In- 
ternational urges upon its affil- 
iated parties the necessity of 
emphasizing unceasingly, in the 
light of present events, that by 
its very nature, by the inevit- 
able consequences of its policy 
of force, fascism is war. 

“The three despotic powers— 
Japan and Italy—are 


The 


“At 


upon 


the peace of Europe; Japan contin- 
her impudent predatory cam- 
in China; and fascist Italy, 
own people to 
is taking the 
of abolishing 


ng reduced her 
of slavery, 
the pretext 
a dozen solemnly concluded 
yin a cynical war of conquest. 
War Upon War! 

“Even at this tragic hour the 
abor and Socialist International 
leclares that we should not despair 
of peace. On the contrary the ef- 
with a view to saving peace 
be redoubled. The Labor 
und Socialist International cannot 
itself to even as a 


£1 


war, 


eople. 
"hs Labor and 
upon 
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yernments to fulfill thei: 
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»f Nations, and to put an end to 
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ven wh y are give le a 
pearance of economic and admin 
istrative concessions. 
The Arms Traffic 

“II, Every party affiliated to 
the Labor and Socialist Interna- 
tional should endeavor to use all 


the political means at its dis- 
posal to terminate the scandal 
constituted by the unhindered 
supply of the aggressor with. 
arms and munitions of every 
kind, whereas the State attacked 
is denied the most elementary 
means of detence. 


gi t 
Democratic and 
Italy of tomorrow, has moreover, 
solemnly proclaimed that it will 
not recognize any debt contracted 
by Mussolini for the pursuit of an 
abominable war. 
“IIT. The parties affiliated to 
Labor and Sccialist Interna- 
are called upon to organize 
form best suited to local 
ions, great demonstrations of 
opinion agai Mussolini’s 
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inst 
The Labor and Socialist 
tional has already entered 
ct with the International 
ion of Trade Unions with 
to seeking in common other 
which the workers of 
2 world May oifer effective oppo- 
ion war. 
But If War Comes— 
“But if war should nevertheless 
break out the Labor and Socialist 
International expresses the hope 
on behalf of the workers of all 
countries that the workers of Italy 
will succeed in taking advantage 
of the convulsions caused by the 
war in order to defeat the real 
enemy of the Italian people, who is 
not at Addis-Abbaba but in Rome. 
“The Labor and Socialist Inter- 
national extends fraternal greet- 
from the workers of the 
world to the Italian workers and 
peasants who have been called by 
Muss: lini colors in order 
1at they may be sent to Africa, 
and urges them to use against the 
fascist tyrants the weapons which 
fascism places in their hands, 
“The I and Socialist Inter- 
1ational extends its greetings to 
people of Abyssinia, and to all 
olored peoples who sympathizes 
2m, and hopes that they 
succeed in breaking their feu- 
fetters in combinations with 
workers throughout the world, 
xchanging their own feu- 
jloiters for capitalist ex- 
ers from beyond the seas. 
inally, Labor and Socialist 
rational solemnly draws the 
ittention of the workers of the 
and of all friends of peace, 
convulsions which 
be caused in Europe by any 
] war upon Abyssinia, any 
icessions made under the press- 
‘ litary mobilization which 
Mussolini a satisfaction 
> with the independence 
and any failure of 
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the encouragement 
this would give to Hitlerite 
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t International is not mere- 
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and the real interests of the 
people, but also the cause 

throughout the world. 
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Mussolini remains to be seen, but 
why does not Soviet Russia stop 
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on military supplies te 
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‘ ' The Bergner's First In the Group Theatre’s Reopening at the Belasco | Garbo in “Anna Karenina" ¥ 
ee Stays on at the Capitol 
a “ARIANE” at the 55th St. Play- : 
; aig : house. Garbo’s “Anna Karenina”—now 
. . ° Those wh . in its second week at the Capitol 
The Drama’s Future Lies in the Whole}: ste Hoyden sharmer, Theatre—marks her 20th picture °* 
Elisabeth Bergner, each have vowed and her 10th anniversary for MGM. 
that she will “escape me never.” ; Directed by Clarence Brown, who, 
Land--Glenn Hughes The result is that her first appear- incidentally, was responsible. for 
ance in this country, in the delight- five of her previous pictures, Anna 
ful film “Ariane,” is having a Karenina” is said to be the most 
‘ T H E ‘y H E A T R E hotel. We started doing in a ball-{ plays five nights a week. Tuesday] happy revival at the 55th Street oyna and — ecessful production a 
i room what theatre critics have}and Wednesday are devoted to| Playhouse, and showing the act- eet 
SPEAKS been talking about for years—| classics, the following three nights | ress’s delightful ways to delighted _Co-star red with her, for the first 
3 Sa eliminating the fourth wall en-]to modern stage successes. In the | throngs, mm © —, a ti a 
II tirely. We arranged our audience} Penthouse Theatre we present} “Ariane” is a pleasant romantic Legon # de Freddie nie oft 
Pointi the W on four sides of the acting space. | plays only on Friday and Saturday | comedy, of a sort that gives the Mz : O’Sulliv Basil R th. 
ointing p Way No scenery-—just furniture. Good|nights. Thus we average seven} actress every chance to display her ee ay. 1 nd « 
Glenn Hughes, Director of the plays and good acting. Emphasis] performances a week throughout] many-sided talents, her natural bone, May Robson, Reginald Owen, 
Division of Drama of the Univer-| on ‘characterization and dialogue. | eleven months of the year. We can|artistry. The lass Ariane is a Cora Sue Collins and Phoebe Foster. 
ity of Washington, having ouvt-| Tots of speed. No effect of nine- manage this because the theatres} sweet, innocent maiden; she falls The exciting Pitcairn Island 
lined the field he sees for the legiti-| teenth century theatre at all. No] ar@ small, and a play can be kept]in love with a sophisticated and =. color cotton, Poor Little 
ss mate drama in the years ahead,| ;nitation of the movies. Something | on for several weeks. The Studio] intelligent gentleman, who—she is Me,” as well as the Capitol’s com- 
here tells, in the story of his ow”| different. On the program, of, seats 60 persons and the Penthouse | afraid—will scorn an inexperienced plete newsreel, supplement the 
experience, what can be done t0-| .ourse, the university’s name. But} 120. But at last we have a labo- lassie. In order to hold his respect feature. 
ward bringing _the rae oo not featured as a college produc-| ratory for our actors and techni-]and thus have a chance to win his 
more into the lives of the people,| tion, Because our first perform-| cians and artists, and at last we! favor, Ariane poses as a women 
a8 a significant aspect of orgy & art-} ances were given on the roof of | are building an audience. Sidney|of the world, a woman of varied 
istic expression and social OPes-| the hotel (in a penthouse) we were | Howard’s “Alien Corn” ran for|and colorful affairs. But alas, the 
a Joseph 4 Shipley. | referred to as Penthouse Players. | fifteen weeks at the Studio. Un-]man does become interested—not 
This name caught the imagination | doubtedly a record for college pro-|in Ariane as a casual and passing|_! — — 
- The Public Is Waiting of the public. Today it is: worth | ductions. fancy, but in Ariane as a possible|Luther Adler and Phoebe Brand i Awake and Sing warm “a s 
hundreds of dollars to us.. Any-| My feeling is that the universi- | and permanent wife; and from that| gether with “Waiting er yng —— the Group Theatre’s double 
where within a radius of. two hun-| ties and the community theatres,]| point of view innocence is more ill at the asco, . a 
By Glenn Jenn Hughes ;,| dred miles the name Penthouse | provided they are sharp enough in|desirable' than multiplied exper-| = , n at 3 Reunion Affairs to Open Fall 
Our own experience here_ in Players will draw a capacity audi-|a business way, and competent|lience. Ariane’s trick ensnares the| "Squaring the Circle," First, Brock Pemberton Honored Season 
e Soviet Comedy, Opens in The summer activity in the League s 


_._. the campus. A very 


Seattle, at the University of Wash- 


ington, illustrates my point. Until 
three years ago, we, like most uni- 


-syersities, presented a play for a 


couple of performances in a large 


ence. But, if we had started these 
productions under the name of 
Division of Drama, University of 
Washington, how far do you think 
we would have got? 


enough in an artistic way, can 
build themselves permanently into 
the fabric fo American life. They 
can supplement the movies. They 
can present for the minority (a 


lass herself. How she disentangles 
the complications and fetchingly 
holds her catch is something Elisa- 
beth Bergner makes more vivid on 
the screen than words here could 


Philadelphia 


Valentine Katayev’s “Squaring 
the Circle,” first and most popular 


Brook Pemberton has been elected | has been s marked —-; ~ with 
Peeaee < summer at end the New Yor eague 

to membership on the Board of Branches through their Manhattan and 
Trustees of Ithaca College to rep- | Brooklyn Organization Councils are plan- 
resent the general field of the}|#ims a number of reunion affairs to 


aay start the Fall Season. 
drama. In addition to drama, the Saturday evening, September 14, the 


auditorium. We presented — 7. In fact, there are always mem-| fairly large minority) the best-|make it. Altogether, “Ariane” is| of all the comedies produced on the oe it © lmecchinn teuanientie Goemah ota 
five plays during the year. We at-11,... of our audience who seem dis- | written plays of past and present.|excellent entertainment, good| Russian stage since the beginning | College, which is at Ithaca, N. ¥-, las = temdiee tasae te ee ee ee, 
is devoted to music and physical } gies pay Nursery, Sutter and Hopkinson 


tracted between five hundred and a 


we began producing interesting 
drawing-room plays in a hotel near 
smart, modern 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 
FREDRIC 


MARSHALL 
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appointed when they discover by 


houses we created with our own 
hands out of shabby business build- 
ings. They are charming, beauti- 
fully equipped, and cost, together, 
about four thousand dollars. From 
present indications they will pay 
for themseives in twelve months. 
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They cannot make money, but they 


theatres. Yale, Carnegie Tech, 
Northwestern, Iowa, and Washing- 
ton (these chiefly) are setting the 
example for university theatres. 
And soon, outside of a few large 
producing centers, these types of 
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“We're in the Money,” part of the 





in its second week of its engage- 


play by Joseph Schrank and Phil- 
lip Dunning, which was one of last 
season’s Broadway stage success. 
Supporting Miss Davies are Dick 
Powell, Pat O’Brien, Mary Astor, 
Frank McHugh, Patsy Kelly, Lyle 
Talbot, Allen Jenkins and Joseph 





HALL 
FRED ASTAIRE 
anc 
GINGER ROGERS 


in the Irving Berlin 


of the Soviet regime, which was 


theatre for the Broadway engage- 
ment is still in process of negotia- 
tion. 


Albee Offers Hepburn in 
“Alice Adams"—Second Film 





Fred MacMurray, Fred Stone 


Albertson and Hedda Hopper are in 
Miss Hepburn’s supporting cast. 





Roxy Holds “Diamond Jim" 


Continuing its successful run, 


tse to pats Crehan. “Diamond Jim,” the new Universal New York 
Se to7 P.M. film starring Edward Arnold, is » 
Ith Ave. & 60th St. ANY SEAT! now in its third week at the Roxy Office Hours: HALLS and LYCEUMS 


Theatre. The gala variety revue 
on the stage at the Roxy is also 
being held over for a third con- 
secutive week. Such well known 
variety acts as Herman Hyde and 
Company, the Twelve Aristocrats. 
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“ Dignified and effective drama, 
significant because of that 
tragic, lonely and glamorous 
blend which is the Garbo 
personality.” 

—ANDRE SENNWALD, Times 











with which this tragic love fable is un- 
folded. Fredric March does well as the quin 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
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The meeting of the British 
Trades Congress now in prog- 
ress at Margate lends particular 
interest and importance to Com- 
rade Shub’s article. The con- 
gress, which represents nearly 
3,500,000 organized workers, the 
backbone ef the Labor Party, 
reflects the onward march of 
British Socialism and is an as- 
surance of its ultimate victory. 











AST month marked the fif- 
tieth anniversary of the first 
attempt by British Socialists to 
put forwe ard their own candidates 
for Parliament. The Socialist 


movement in England was then | 


still in its swaddling clothes. 
There was already then a com- 
paratively strong British labor 
movement but it had no relation! 
to Socialism. British trade union- 
ism is more than a century old. 

Already in the seventies of the 
last century the trade unions called 
a congress called to combat the 
passage of new anti-union legisla- 
tion by Parliament. But the trade 
unions of that period were esen- 
tially conservative and there was 
no trace of a Socialist movement 
in England. 

The first Socialist organization 
in England was the Social-Dem- } 
ocratic Federation, founded in Sep- 
tember, 1883, the offspring of the 
Democratic Federation founded in 
1881 by Henry Mayers Hyndman. 

Hyndman was the son of a 
wealthy lawyer who spent more 
than $500,000 on building churches 
in the London East End. Henry, 
born in 1842, was educated at Cam- 
bridge and upon his graduation he 


entered journalism. He traveled 
widely and ‘enjoyed an extensive 
acquaintance. Starting out as a 


radical he came under the influence 
of Karl Marx, becoming a Social- 
ist and a rigid Marxist. Later this 
aristocratic Socialist played a big 
role in the history of British 
cialism. Under his leadership the 
Democratic Federation adopted a 
Socialist program two years after 
its establishment, and changed its 


So- 


name to the Social-Democratic 
Federation. 
The Social-Democratic Federa- 


tion occupied itself more with the- 
ory, however, than with work and 
propaganda among the working 
masses. 


Most of its leaders were 


William Morris 
Socialist Poet. 


hostile to the existing labor move- 
ment. They spoke much of “sur- 
plus value,” “the concentration of 
capital,” and the “coming social re- 
voiufion.” Their speeches had lit- 
tle effect, however, upon the Brit- 
ish workers, who could not under- 
stand their Marxian theories. 

In December, 1884, there was 
split in the Social-Democratic Fed- 


a 


eration. A number of its most in- 
fluential members, including Wil- 
liam Morris, Marx’s youngest 





daughter, Eleanor, her husband, 
Dr. Edward Aveling, Ernest Bel- 
fort Bax and others quit the Social- 
Democratic Federation and formed 
the Socialist League. 
The Socialist Leaque 
The immediate cause of the spli 


was hostility to Hyndman, who 
was accused by the secessionists 
of dictatorial conduct and disre- 
gard of the opinion of the mem- 
bership. But in addition to this 
purely personal difference there 


was the conflict over the question 
of participation in elections to 
Parliament. Hyndman insisted that 
the Social-Democratic Federation 
immediately put forward its own 
candidates, but Morris, Aveling, 
Bax and others argued against it, 
believing the organi ization not 
strong enough achieve any de- 
gree of success at the polls. 

The Parliamentary election took 
place in 1885. The Social-Dem- 
ocratic Federation nominated can- 
didates ree and 
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qj 


districts 
( ‘ampaign. 


in thi 
waged an energetic 
As Karl Kautsky, who lived at 
that time in England, narrates in 
his memoirs, Hy ndman and his col- 
leagues were eager to pursue 
the campaign that thes accepted 
financial assistance from Conserv- | 
ative friends. The agitation of the | 
Social - Democratic Federation 


8) 


in 
the three districts in question was | 
directed principally against the 
Liberals, The result was failure: | 


‘ 





J. Keir Hardie 
Founder of the Labor Party. 


in one district, where some 10,400 
votes were cast, the S.D.F. candi- 
date received 600 votes. In the 
other two districts its candidates 
received 32 and 27 votes, respec- 
tively. 

Such was the state of British 
Socialism fifty years ago! 
| The members of the Socialist 
League naturally used to good ad- 
vantage the failure of the S.D.F. 
in the Parliamentary election. The 
conflict between the two Socialist 
organizations became increasingly 
more bitter. The Socialist League, 
as already stated, was opposed to 
the participation of Socialists in 
elections as long as they were too 
week to make any impression, but 
there were also in the organization 
some members, like William Mor- 
ris, who did not believe in ‘the Par- 
liamentary struggle, inclining more 
toward anarchism. In time the 
Socialist League became a purely 
anarchist organization, and its So- 
cialist members left in 1888, 
some, including Morris, returning 
to the Social - Democratic Federa- 
tion. 

The Fabian Society 

Another important organization 
of that period was the Fabian So- 
ciety, founded in 1883 by a group 
who believed in changing the exisv. 
ing social order but considered that 
this was possible only by a gradual 
process. Their method was based 
upon the strategy of Fabius Cunc- 
tator, the’ Roman general, who al- 
Ww to tire out the enemy 
by ‘avoiding open battle. Thus he 
succeeded in defeating the great 
leader Hannibal. 

The members of the Fabian So- 
ciety believed in the tactics of “ex- 
hausting” capitalism. The Society 
assumed a clearly Socialist char- 
acter only after it was joined by 
George Bernard Shaw (1884) and 
Sidney Webb (1885). The Society 
was a purely propaganda organiza- 
tion, occupying itself with the 
study of social problems. Its mem- 
bership embraced Socialists of 
every tendency, from extreme an- 
archists to the most moderate so- 
| cial reformers. The majority were 
iclose to the Social-Democracy of 
| Hy rndman’s school but, as Kautsky 
explained, did not join the S.D.F. 
first, because they sharply disap- 
proved of the action of the S.D.F. 
leaders in accepting contributions 
from the Conservatives, and, sec- 
ond, because they resented the 
rigid discipline that governed the 
S.D.F. But the most important 
reason for the refusal of the Fab- 
ians to join the S.D.F. was the fact 
that, like the Socialist League, it 
based all its hopes upon the des- 
pairing, unorganized workers. 

The organized workers were very 
conservative and their leaders sup- 
ported the Liberal Party. For this 
reason it appeared to the Socialists 
of the S.D.F. and the Socialist 
League that on one bright day the 
despairing, unorganized workers, 
who suffered much from the eco- 
nomic crisis of that period, would 
rise and put an end to the existing 
capitalist order. 

The majority of the Fabians, on 
the other hand, rejected entirely 
the idea that Socialism would be 
brought about by the working 
class. They maintained that exper- 


ience had taught them that the in- 





1t 


ought 





tellectuals were the most fertile 
ground for the dissemination of 
Socialist ideas. For this reason 


they directed energies to spreading 


Socialism among the _ educated 
clases ,with the expectation that 
these classes would introduce So- 
cialism. 
Opposes Marxism 

The Fabians did not believe in 
the class struggle, declaring in 
their program that their appeal 


was to all clases of the population 
not only to those who suffered 
under existing conditions but also 
those who profited by them. The 
Fabians were convinced that cap- 
itali and other .privileged ele- 


+ 
sts 





ments could be moved to the real- 
ization that Socialism was a good 





thing for them, too. 
Not only did the Fabians oppose 
the economic teaching of Karl 


Marx but they were opposed also 
to the organization of the workers 
into a political party of their own, 





They placed before themselves the 
task of spreading their ideas in the 
ranks of the Liberal party, of “per- 
meating liberalism with Socialist 
ideas,” as they liked to put it. 

The economic crisis of the eight- 
ies threw the British workers into 
a desperate situation. The number 
of unemployed was very great and 
there was widespread need and 
acute suffering. There were many 
demonstrations in the streets of 
the large cities, some of which as- 
sumed revolutionary character. So- 
cialists of all tendencies were very 
active among the unemployed, who 
failed, however, to justify the 
hopes of those Socialists who 
looked to the unemployed rather 
than the organized workers to take 
the lead in the building of the new 
society. Here and there the un- 
organized workers had the courage 
to face and fight the police, but 
they showed themselves incapable 
of waging a systematic organized 
struggle. The organized workers, 
on the other hand, continued to 
cling to the Liberal party, avoid- 
ing anything that might injure 
that party’s interests. 

“At any rate,” writes Kautsky, 
“we [i. e. he, Friedrich Engels and 
other foreign Socialists then resid- 
ing in England] believed that the 
economic crisis of that time would 
lead not only to a strengthening 
of the Socialist movement in Eng- 
land but to the collapse of capital- 
ism throughout the world. This ex- 
pectation was not fullfilled. Cap- 
italism survived the crisis despite 
its unprecedented severity and dur- 
ation. The crisis was followed by 
a new period of capitalist prosper- 
ity. But it was another kind of 
capitalism; the old capitalism was 
dead.” 

The widespread unemployment 
and its accompaniments of terrible 
need and suffering moved the 
working masses to thought. But 
it was precisely this situation and 
fear of tomorrow that greatly 
weakened their fighting enthus- 








jiasm and capacity. 

With the appearance of the first 
indications of economic revival, 
however, came a series of strikes 
in various parts of the country. 
The workers began to flock into 
the trade unions. In 1889 came the 
great dock workers’ trike in Lon- 
don, which marked the beginning 
of a new chapter in the history of 
the British labor movement. 

Very soon a number of new 
trade unions were formed per- 
meated by a more progressive 
spirit. Gradually most of the Fab- 
ians abandoned the hope of bring- 
ing about Socialism through the 
Liberals and turned their attention 
to the need of organizing an in- 
dependent party of labor. 

The Liberal party had for years 
been used to nominate trade union 
leaders as candidates for Parlia- 

















Tom Mann 
For many years one of the greatest 





of the labor leaders. 





, trade unions themselves, regarding 
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ment in districts in which workers 
constituted a majority. This was 
reflected in the appearance in Par- 
liament in the eighties of a number 
of men affiliated with the Miners’ 
Union. Known as Lib-Labs, they 
were members of the Liberal party 
but defended the interests of the 
workers so far as they were able. 

The Advent of Keir Hardie 

The first Socialist to be elected 
to Parliament as an independent 
labor candidate was James Keir 
Hardie (1892). Hardie had worked 
for many years,as a miner, becom- 
ing a leader of the Miners’ Union, 
and a labor jourmalist. In, 1888 he 
was nominated by his union as can- 
didate for Parlzament in Scotland, 
receiving 617 votes. Four years 
later he was elected from a London 
constituency. The next year there 
was held the celebrated conference 
of Socialist and labor organiza- 
tions in Bradford, at which the In- 
dependent Labor Party was formed. 
Keir Hardie presided, and among 
the delegates were J. Bernard 
Shaw, R. B. Cunningham-Graham, 
M.P., Eleanor Marx and many 
noted labor leaders. Hardie became 
editor of “The Labor Leader,” the 
new party’s weekly organ which 
soon made its appearance. 

The new party’s program in gen- 
eral differed little from the pro- 
gram of the Social-Democratic 
Federation, but on one point it dif- 
fered radically from the S.D.F. as 
well as from the Socialist League. 
The S.D.F. had always waged bit- 
ter war against the trade unions. 
It claimed to be fighting the reac- 
tionary leaders of the trade unions, 
but in reality it distrusted the 


them with the greatest hostility. 
The S.D.F. continued to cling to 
the belief that salvation would 
come from the unemployed and 
unorganized workers. 

The I.L.P., on the other hand, 
began immediately to seek the 
friendship and support of the or- 





ganized workers and based all its 
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in what was then a wild outpost of civilization. 


the Bryan doctrines in a speech either there 
when he returned to England. He contemptuously 
declined the offer, and forty-eight hours later 
arrived at Butte with $1.10 in his pocket. 
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Keir Hardie was returned to Par. 
liament in that election, 


“Uncle Arthur” 
Arthur Henderson, for many years 
Secretary of the Labor Party. 


hopes upon the trade unions. The 
great growth of trade unionism in 
the middle nineties was directly 
under the leadership of I.L.P’ers. 
Most of the leaders of the I.L.P. 
were not Marxists. They were ccen- 
cerned little with Socialist theory 
and refrained in their propaganda 
from citing chapter and verse from 
Karl Marx and other Socialist the- 
oreticians whose language was for- 
2ign to the British masses. 
Instead of speaking of “surplus 
value” they spoke of “profits.” In- 
stead of speaking of the “proletar- 
iat” they spoke of “labor.” They 
addressed the British workers in 
their own language and appealed 
to their sense of justice and com- 
mon sense. The pamphlets of Keir 
Hardie and Robert Blatchford circ- 
ulated by the I.L.P. had an enorm- 
ous success. As Sir Walter Citrine, 
secretary of the British Trades 
Union Congress, pointed out re- 
cently, Robert Blatchford’s pam- 
phlet “Merrie England” did more 
to spread the Socialist idea in Eng- 
land than all the books and pam- 
phlets distributed by the Social- 
Democratic Federation. 

Views of Engels 
Friedrich Engels, who likewise 
did not think highly of the British 
trade union leaders of that period, 
approved, nevertheless, of the tac- 
tics of the I.L.P. as led by Keir 
Hardie . Engels never wearied of 
emphasizing that a Socialist move- 
ment hostile to the trade unions 
was doomed to impotence. 
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| however, the only representative of 
} the LL.P. All other labor men 





whereby 
permeated with Socialist ideas. 


supy 





were members of trade 
unions affiliated with the L.R&, 
Six years later twenty-nine laber 
members entered Parliament. Keir 
Hardie became their leader. This 
event really marked the beginning 
of the British Labor Party. 

Keir Hardie is regarded with 
justification as the father of the 
British Labor Party. 

“A Labor Party had to be bene 
in England,” wrote a leading La- 
eral Journal upon Keir Hardig’s 
death, “but a Keir Hardie hadgto 
be born first to make possible@ra 
Labor Party.” : 

Labor in Politics © 

Space forbids any extensive his- 
torical review of the Labor Panty, 
but the following facts should be 
emphasized to help the reader wi- 
derstand the character and strpe- 
ture of the Socialist movementiin 
England. a 

The Labor Representation Com- 
mittee was formed in 1900. Until 
1918 the Labor Party was a fed- 
eration of trade unions, Sociahist 
organizations and loca] labor rep- 
resentation committees, with the 
trade unions always the backbone 
of the party. 

In February, 1918, a special con- 
ference of the Labor Party met. in 
London, at which a new constitu- 
tion was adopted and which has 
remained in force ever since. Since 
then the membership of the Labor 
Party has consisted of two cate- 
gories: those affiliated through 
member organizations—unions, co- 
operatives and Socialist partieSoes 
and those holding cards through 
local branches of the Labor. Party: 
itself. The new constitution con- 
tains a clause defining labor as in- 
cluding workers of both brain and} 
brawn—all who work for a living. | 
In recent years the Labor Party? 
has made special efforts to win the / 
support of the middle classes ex-! 
ploited by big industrial and “ori 


| elected 





ance capital. 

The membership of the Labor | 
Party today exceeds 3,000,000 af-) 
filiated through member organiza- | 
tions and 400,000 individual dues- | 
paying members directly affiliated | 
through local party veamiaal 
Three-quarters of the party’s in- 
come comes from the trade unions.: 

The Labor Party did not begin 
as a Socialist party. Only consid- 
erably after its formation did St: 
adopt a Socialist program. This: 
became possible only after many 
years of Socialist propaganda 














H. M. HYNDMAN, 
Socialist Theorectician. 
the trade unions became 


Today virtually all trade uniom 


officials in England are Socialists. 
Socialist 
not only the trade unions but large, 
sections of the population outsid@e, 
There is not a town or village in 

England where the Socialist idea 

has not penetrated. 


influence has permeated, 





Within the past eleven years they 
Labor Party has been twice in con- ; 
trol of the government. It is ime. 
portant to remembery however, that 
it was not in power. ; 

The first Labor Government,,. 
formed in 1924, was a minority 
government. The Labor Party’s 
representation in the House of. 
Commons was below that of the 
Conservatives, who likewise lacked 
a majority. The Liberals, however,- 

motion of lack 





Labor 





the 


1 government,,.. 
3aldwin ministry 





and thus left the King no altersy 
native ¢ illing upon the Labor 
Party to form a government, as 
he la element in the then 
arliamentary majority. 
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? riment dependent upon they 
the L Most of 
were workers who had 
ly experience in offices 
re called upon to give 
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By JOHN POWERS 


The Communist “Trojan Horse” 


McHen GOLD, who belongs to the category of Communists who 
i lie not for money but for “conscience’s sake,” resents the Socialist 
“Slander” that the united front proposal emanating from the recent 
‘Pongress of the Cominern “is only a Jesuistic Communist plot to trap 
alists.” How could any one possibly make such a charge against 
‘Communists ? According to the columnist of the daily Communist rag 
hag city, the Communists are doing the Socialists a favor in show- 
; a willingness to forget Socialist “sins” and make a common front 


with them. 


ian But not all Communists are as brazen as Michael Gold in de- 
ceiving their readers. There are a few—a very few—more frank than 
ke—Dimitroff, for example. Speaking at the congress of the Comintern, 
he frankly admitted that the purpose of the united front was to 
Westroy the Socialist and labor movement. No such admission was 
necessary, for the Communist record speaks for itself. How far the 

mmunists are likely to succeed with their latest united front 
Maneuver may be gleaned from the following editorial in the London 
Daily Herald, official organ of the British Labor Party: 

“Dimitroff is a brave man, and also a very honest one: so honest 
that he made no bones about revealing to the recent Congress of the 
Communist International a good Communist’s reason for advocating 
an alliance with the Labor Party. 


4 “Troy was captured, he reminded his audience, by guile. The 

frojans accepted into their city a wooden horse. Inside the horse were 

or. When night came, they emerged, they slew the sleeping 
ojans, and they took Troy. 

ste “In the British Communists” advocacy, of alliance with the Labor 

Party, similar candor is not displayed. 

“We find instead the sickening spectacle of Communists pretending 
they are really good little democrats after ali. They ask for united 
action to protect democracy, which their faith commits them to over- 
throw at the first opportunity. 

“They care nothing for democracy. But they have discovered it 
has one advantage over any dictatorship but their own. It protects 
their political skins. 

“Utterly discredited with the British people, as their following 
shows, they seek an alliance which will permit them to live on the 
‘eredit of the Labor Party. 

i “In France they have gained from the united front and the So- 
‘cialists have lost. 

‘ “The experiment of’ united action in the Rhondda Valley has been 
terminated by the local Labor Party because the Communists dis- 
honestly used it to further their own ends.” 


The Communist Record 


i. As to the Communist record in general, we quote the following 
from the Manchester Guardian, written on the occasion of the 
Comintern meeting: 

“What Karl Marx said of the democrats in his day is true of the 
Communists in our own day—that they emerge from the most shame- 
ful defeat with looks of triumph on their faces. 

“The Communists who make up the Third International tried to 
capture the trade unions in various European countries, but they 
failed miserably. Then they tried to set up rival trade unions, but 
they failed again. They talked much about direct action and armed 
¥ebellicn, but in all the big historic battles on behalf of the working 

_slass—the general strike that repelled the German counter-revolution 
in 1920, the Austrian and Spanish insurrections last year—the Com- 
amunists were hardly to be seen. 

“Only when direct action was altogether senseless did the Com- 
munists take it, as in the futile German insurrections of 1921 and 
1923 and the mad Estonian revolt of 1924. Even when in Germany 
they had a large following, thanks to the mistakes of the Social Demo- 
crats, they were unable to do anything that was not harmful to the 
working class. 

“They helped reaction into power both directly and indirectly. 
They taught the Nazis lessons in demagogy, violence, and political 
¢ynicism. They were the allies of the Nazis in the assault on demo- 
cratic institutions. 

“One might have thought that this week’s congress of the Third 
International in Moscow would take some stock of the ruin it has 
brought about, but not at all; the congress explains amid much 
cheering that despite minor errors—there must, of course, be some 
‘Leninist self-criticism’—the Communists were always fundamentally 
right and everybody else always fundamentally wrong.” 

The international organized working class, organized in its vast 
majority in the Socialist and Labor International and the International 
Federation of Trade Unions, has not forgotten this record. Nor will 
it remain blind to the Comintern’s “Trojan Horse.” The organized 
workers of the world have nothing but contempt for the Communists. 
Their role is finished in the international labor movement, except as 
allies of fascism and reaction. In this capacity) they may be expected 
to add to their record of stupidity and destruction. The Socialist do 
fot intend to help them in their work. Our task is to expose them 
for what they are—for the sake of truth, Socialism and the life in- 
terests of the international labor movement. : 
Collapse of United Front Negotiations in Czechoslovakia 

In the Prague Sozialdemokrat of August 7, organ of the German 

®ocial Democracy of Czechoslovakia, we find a report of the recent ne- 
jgotiations for a united front broken off after the Communists had de- 
elined to accept the conditions laid down by the Socialists. The nego- 
tiations took place last month between the Communists and the three 
‘Socialists parties of Czechslovakia—the Czech Social Democracy, the 
‘German. Social Democracy of Czechoslovakia, and the Populists-Social- 
tists, the party of Foreign Minister Benes. 
All three Socialist parties, replying to the united front proposal 
‘ef the Communists, laid down conditions which may be summarized as 
‘follows: Recognition by the Communists of the independence and integ- 
‘rity of Czechoslovakia, and abandonment of support of all ultra-sep- 
taratist tendencies; an expression of loyalty by the Communists to the 
democratic state set up by the people of Czechoslovakia, and support 
‘of the budget in parliament as approved by all the Socialist parties; 
abandonment by the Communists of their irresponsible attacks on 
parliament, the Socialist parties, trade unions and other organization” 
of social character. 

Commenting on the conditions prescribed by the Socialists as the 
price of any united front, Pravo Lidu, official organ of the Czech So- 
cial Democracy, declared that it was not enough to shout against fas- 
@ism, that a party pretending to be opposed to fascism must also make 
unequivocally clear its support of freedom and democracy. 

“The time for phrases has passed,” wrote Pravo Lidu. “The mo- 
ment has arrived when every genuine opponent of fascism must also 
declare himself to be a consistent and militant defender of democracy, 
if his opposition to fascism is to be taken seriously.” 

Adding to this declaration, the Pragua Sozialdemokrat wrote: 

“A united front will become possible only when it emerges as the 
expression of an honest desire to remove dissention and make possible 
the entry of workers still not with us inte the movement of demo- 
cratic Socialim, the only form of Socialism historically possible in our 
country. In the continuance of our work we see the only effective 
means of protecting the interests of the workers and guiding the na- 
tion to Social Democracy. Those who wish to help us in this task are 
welcome, but they must prove their honest intentions by deeds. Any- 
thing else will be consigned where it belongs—to the waste basket.” 

The Sozialdemokrat pointed out in this connection that while the 
Communists are talking of “united front” they are continuing their 
efforts to prevail upon the workers to desert the Socialist parties and 
join the Communist The Socialist organ condemns this as evidence 
of the dishonesty a unreliability of the Communists. 

It is not necessary to dwell on why the Communists rejected the 
conditions laid down by the Socialists. To have accepted these condi- 
tions would have been tantamount to surrending the real purpose of 
the Communists in al] their united front proposals: furthering of 
their designs for destruction of the Socialist movement. 

i The Socialists of Czechoslovakia will not open the gates to the 
Communist Trojan Horse. 
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CAPITALISM AND ITS CUL- 
TURE. By Jerome Davis. New 
York: Farrar and Rinehart. $3. 
Under four leading sections 

which are subdivided into 24 chap- 

ters, this book presents the reader 
with an indictment of capitalism in 
preduction, distribution, imperial- 
ism, crime, education, control of 
religion, its treatment of farmers 
and workers, its low culture and 
moral pretense. Much that appears 
in the book has apeared in other 
studies and in government and 
other publications, but it has the 
merit of assembling this material 
in one volume together with a dis- 
cussion and analysis: of it to show 
that capitalism has about run its 
course and that much that is said 
in its behalf consists of half-truths 











By E. Rabkin 


HEN the Supreme Court killed 

theNIRA, which meant tell- 
ing manufacturers that they can 
lengthen hours of labor and cut 
wages at will, the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America real- 
ized the necessity of being pre- 
pared to face possible attack on 
code conditions. The General Exec- 
utive Board met in special sesion 
and at the initiative of the New 
York membership decided to raise 
a $1,000,000 fund for the defense 
of hours, wages and conditions of 
labor. 
While the NRA was a dis- 
appointment in certain respects, 
especially for those who put too 
much hope in the national admin- 
istration, it would be idle to deny 
that under it labor in the well- 
organized trades, such as the men’s 
clothing industry, has made con- 
siderablé gains. The Amalgamated 
succeeded in writing into the code 
a 36-hour week and minimum wage 
scales which resulted in substan- 
tial increases for great numbers of 
its members. The abolition of NRA 
brought the union face to face with 
the danger that open shop manu- 
facturers would begin lengthening 
hours and cutting wages. 
It is to protect itself against 
such a situation that the Amal- 
gamated created its defense fund. 
But it could not limit itself to 
purely defensive methods, 
more elaborate program was de- 
cided upon, namely—to take up the 
fight against all manufacturers 
who attempt to bring down condi- 
tions, and at the same time imme- 
diately to undertake an aggresive 
campaign to organize the non- 
union section of the industry. 
The Amalgamated was the first 
union to inaugurate an organiza- 
tion campaign on a wider scale 
than ever before. The extent of 
the campaign is explained by the 
fact that in recent years the cloth- 
ing industry has spread to new ter- 
ritories, into the South and West. 
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Clothing factories are now found 


strike. 





When the boss at the shop at Norfolk, Va., saw to it that the garment strikers couldn’t meet in 
any hall, and couldn’t eat in any restaurant, the Amalgamated set up these three tents, one as an 


office, one for meetings and one as a commissary. 





in Virginia, Georgia, Tennesee, as 
well as in Iowa, Colorado and 
Nebraska, where previously cloth- 
ing factories were unknown. Man- 
ufacturers came there to escape 
union conditions in the well-or- 
ganized centers, to establish open 
shops with sweatshop conditions. 
Organizing Work and Strug- 
les in Virginia 

Three large runaway manufac- 

turers from New York have estab- 


lished themselves in Virginia, the4 


Sam Finkelstein Company is in 
Norfolk; Friedman Bros. & Marx 
in Richmond, and S. & K. Pants 
Company in Lynchburg. Assistant 
General President J. S. Potofsky 
has undertaken to organize these 
shops, and with the help of a staff 
of organizers he has already made 
an excellent job of it. The union 
is conducting a strike against the 
Sam Finkelstein Company, called 
August 14th. The response of the 
workers has exceeded expectations. 
At present all the skilled workers 
are out and production is at a 
standstill. 

The factory is located a few 
miles from Norfolk with no halls 
for meetings in the neighborhood. 
There is one restaurant and the 
firm intimidated the proprietor in- 
to not selling food to strikers. So 
the union helped itself; it put up 
three tents—one for meetings—a 
second one for a restaurant and a 
third for a union office. 

The police department naturally 
came to the assistance of the em- 
ployer. It issued permits to scabs 
to carry revolvers, after 
them was arrested for carrying 
one without a permit. This moved 
E. L. Pickler, president of the Nor- 
folk Centra] Labor Union, to make 
sharp protest. He als accused the 
police stationed around the factory 
of showing extreme partiality to- 
ward the company. The firm sought 
the aid of the courts and applied 
for an injunction. A temporary 
injunction was granted August 
22nd. This had no affect on the 
The Amalgamated is re- 


one of 


and the remainder ballyhoo. 

A final chapter considers whether 
capitalism will survive and the au- 
thor answers that it will not. He 
makes no forecast as to when it 
will die, whether it will be a peace- 
ful or violent death, and under 
what circumstances the funeral will 
occur. However, he thinks that 
“Communism in the Soviet Union, 
with all its shortcomings, appears 
to be the most daring alternative 
to capitalism which mankind has 
yet established.” The word “‘man- 
kind” leaves much to be explained 


ceiving full cooperation from the 
Virginia Federation of Labor. 

The Amalgamated here instils 
the spirit of solidarity among the 
white and Negro workers, who are 
now fighting side by side, realizing 
that as workers their interests are 
identical. 

This strike is 
tance to the clothing workers of 


of special impor- 


New York, whose union carried on for one immediately wonders 
I , wh ied on | °° , 

a very bitter and costly fight whethers it includes the  over- 
against Sam Finkelstein in New whelming majority outside of the 


Communist Party and most of the 
members inside who certainly are 
not included in the “mankind” that 
“dare” to question the ideas and 
purposes of Josef Stalin. To iden- 
tify “mankind” with Stalin’s will 


York during the summer of 1926, 
and the firm is in direct comveti- 
tion with unionized firms in New 
York. 

In Lynchburg, where the S. & 
K. firm established itself after it 


ran away from New York a few| when to disagree with that will 
years ago (having broken the] means exile or imprisonment, is a 
agreement with the N. Y. Joint|/rather “daring” way to present 
Board), the union also succeeded} Bolshevik Russia to his readers. 


in organizing the workers. e. 

Since the NRA was abolished 
the firm went back to a 45-hour 
week and cut wages as much as 
50%. Abe Miller, secretary-treas- 
urer of the New York Joint Board, 
who took charge of the situation, 
demanded the restoration of the 
wage cuts and of the hours which 


SOCIALISM VS. 
BOLSHEVISM 


A new pamphlet of vital import- 
ance to the Socialist and labor 
movement, “Socialism vs. Bolshe- 


were provided by the code. This|V!8m,” by James Oneal, has just 
the firm refused to grant. been published by the Rand School. 
August 30th, a strike was de- Oneal declares that any organ- 


ization or economic class that rules 
society at any period between a 
agricultural economy and a highly 
developed industrialism is com- 
pelled to be what he calls “an ex- 
ploiting class.” He adds that the 
Communists seized power in an 


clared against the S. & K. and the 
walkout was 100%, to the great 
surprise of the firm and the 
great satisfaction of the organized 
workers. The prospects of a pseedy 
settlement here are excellent. This 
strik, too, is of great interest to 
, the clothing workers of New York, 


to 











especially the pants makers. ment for the retention of the 36- 
; Cther Localities hour week, and instead of a re- 
The intensive and successful or-|4uction the 150 workers received 

ganization campaign has already} ten per cent increase in wages. 

lresulted in strikes and settlements A still more important victory 
was won in ( ‘innati. This wa 





in various localities. In the last 


two weeks the union registered the |@ traditionally open shop market 












following gains: in Green Bay,|#S far as tne cl thing industry 
concerned. The Amalgamated has 


Wisconsin, a strike of short dura- : 
tion took place against the Green| Te a we tablished organiza- 
Bay Mfg. Company. The firm had|*!0”, Which at various times car- 
introduced a fifty-hour week with | "ed on strenuous organization 
a substantial reduction in wages; }°2™paigns and big strikes against 
ithe union registered a complete |"0n-union houses. While some of 
lvietory. The firm signed an agree- | these were brought to bankruptcy 

they could not be induced to sign 





weil e@ 











union agreements. This time, when 
the union led a strike August 
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Pp ROP ERTY Kirby Page 


A Consideration of the Tactics of Violence 
and Dictatorship Raised by Communists 
Throughout the World. 





| 14th against the Leonard Custom 
| Tailors, employing about 300 peo- 
ple, the fight was so effective that 




















T is highly imperative that we 
recognize the impossibility’ of 
combining effectively the stra- 
tegies of violent revolution and 
non-war-like revolution. If the 
former is adopted and = an- 
nounced ,there is little chance of 
success in countries like the 
United States and. Great Britain. 
While the British Labor Party 
has achieved enormous power 
with its program of non-violent 
revolution,- the British Com- 
munist Party has enrolled only 
5,000 members, is without a single 
member of Parliament, and has 
only one or two members of muni- 
sipal authorities. I am convinced 
that in the United States the Com- 
munist Party has only the remot- 
est chance of overthrowing capital- 
ism and establishing a communist 
society. Its strategy of seizing 
power by violence and of preserv- 
ing the revolution by proletarian 
dictatorship backed with instru- 


ments of terror will never be ac- 
septed by) vast sections of the 
American people. The _ skilled 


workers, the semi-skilled workers, 
the middle class, small proprietors, 
professional men, and above all 
rural people are in overwhelming 
proporticns opposed to civil war 
as a means of seeking a new social 
order. More than half of the mem- 
bers of the Communist Party are 
irawn from the ranks of the un- 
employed, while only a tiny frac- 
tion of them are employed in basic 
industries. 
Cannot Follow Two Courses 
If American revolutionists desire 
to make certain their own defeat 
and annihilation, let them announce 
that, while they prefer pacific 
means, they are prepared if neces- 








‘sary to take up the weapons of 


armed battle. The very enuncia- 
tion of such a procedure will make 
it impossible to fulfill the condi- 

















three days later the firm submit- 
ted to the demands of the union 
land signed up. Since then two 
other large concerns signed agre 
{ments with the union. One is the 
|Siebler Tailoring Co., the largest 
}special order house in Cincinnati 
and the Cincinnati Tailoring Co., 
———— - jeach employing 150 workers. In both 
s as ateae thal cases substantial increases in wag 
appears to me crystal ciear that Now the union is 








| were obtained. 
ales oan the organization cam- 


paign with still greater vigor, con- 


the cause of non-warlike revolution 


is weakened rather than strength- 


> by a united front with com- oa : 
ened by a u centrating mainly on the large 




























































tions of successful revolution | munists. ai 8 engere +; : 

through non-violence. A _ radical| >. Sa , {Shop in the city, the Sinsheimer 
cs ; This position is strengthened by | Company. 

political party which announces rite ’ ‘ ee ig : : i. 

that it has no expectation of com- | 2" understanding of the purpose | Many Victorious Strikes 

ing into power through votes but | of Communists in seeking a united; It will require more P 

that it will be compelled to seize | front. Consider, for example, their }is here available for a det 

power by violence, will never re- advocacy of the League Against | port of all the stri 

ceive a mandate from the elector-| War and fascism. Do they really |the last couple of weeks, the rea- 

ate of the United States. Con-| believe that it is possible to pre- |sons for calling them and the prob- 

servative groups can advocate vio- | vent international war unless cap- | lems involved; so we wil] just men- 

lent suppression of radicals with- italism is abolished? Certainly |tion the stri and their disposi 

out alienating their support, but | not. Their spokesmen are emphatic | tion. Stamford, Conn., Metropoli- 

revolutionary parties cannot hope | on point. They are dogmatic |tan Sportswear Company ] 

to secure enough votes to win con- | in r assertion that so long as|after a brief strike and deposited 

trol of government if they threaten | capitalism exists international war | wi the union $1,500 security 

to use warlike means of capturing | is inevitable and unavoidable. They | Fa River, Mas., Ideal Novelty 

power. In order to secure control | are equally unequivocal in their | Company—settled after one weel 

of government through the ballot, | statements about the duty of com-|strike; will retain code conditions 

a radical party must rely upon munists in the event of interna- | The her two firms, Reliable Was} 

pacific processes of social change. tional war. Such a war, they say, | Sui and the Greenvil 

The statement cannot be empha- | must be transformed into civil war | iy, sett 

sized too strongly that we must|for the overthrow of. capitalism ]a ton, Ma ee 

choose between these opposing | and the establishment of dic-|day strike in the sh yp of Stoll & 

strategies; we cannot follow both.|tatorship of the proletariat. A Leather ( ympany; settled on 

To flirt with violent revolution is | hundred officia] statements to this | union co ditions 

to throw away the chance of suc- | effe may easily be assembled.| Strike n progr 1] 

cessful revolution through pacific | Likewise, do communists really b Faultless Pants Com- 

means. | lieve that fascism can be preve 1inst le ing of hours 

| unless the workers seize power 1 reductions in wages; against 

Therefore it is imperative that | violence? Here also communist|the Montgomery Clothing Com- 

non-warlike revolutionists refrain | leaders are frank. They maintain|pany, for the same reasons. 

from entering into a united front | that the only defense against war |In Lawrence, Mass., a srtike is 

with communist or communistic | and fascism is furnished by armed}in the shop of Franks Brothers 

groups, or with other organiza-|scizure of power Why then do! for union condition 

tions that sanction or advocate the| they invite pacifist groups and TI foregoing is dex 

use of armed violence in seeking | other religious agencies to i e fi g hm 

to abolish capitalism. If an indi-j| into a united front? ir a An ted ( ec W 

vidual convinced that revolution | purpose is to strenj the move- | 01 t} ling , 

cannot be carried through without | ment for the armed overthrow of untry lin 

|the armed seizure of power, tl capitalism. Communists have noth- | W the a of 

tit is logical for him to seek a/jing but contempt for religion and |n t r€ ré 

united front wi communists, al- | for pacifism. They use the u 1 I ywwer of i 

though even in this case ] front as a means of boring from yrker emain Y 

hesitate because of other aspects | within. protection and they are usin 

of the communist program. But it — (Continued next week) power to full advantage. 





Rand Schgol Book | 


agricultural country and there was 
no highly developed industrial 
order to socialize. They were like 
a child seeking apples from a tree 
that had risen only a few feet from 
the soil. 

Instead of finding large scale in- 
dustry to socialize, Oneal declares 
Lenin and his associates leaped in- 
to an economie vacuum. They then 
turned to a grandiose plan of build- 
ing what Russia lacked but in 











order to do this they placed the 
whole laboring population under a 
dictatorship and rigorously ex- 
ploited capital out of the laboring 
masses. This capital represents 
the unpaid labor of the workers 
and peasants who are deprived of 
incomes sufficient to enable them 
to enjoy anything like a decent 
human existence. 

Lacking the machine culture and 
industrial technique which, the 
author contends, is a slow growth 
of decades that cannot be imposed 
on human society, he declares that 
industrial planning cannot be 
otherwise than a hodge-podge of 
results that mock the forecasts of 
the planners. A backward society 
cannot catapult itself into a mod- 
ern age if it lacks modern machin- 
ery, mcdern machine culture, tech- 
nical and administrative science, 
says Oneal. 

Beginning with these basic his- 
torical and economic considera- 








tions, the author carries his crii- 
icism through various aspects of 
Communist reasoning. In sum- 
mary, he contents that Commun- 
ism is a utopian offshoot of the 
modern Socialist movement and 
that it repeats many of the illus- 
ions of the early radical sects of 


the mid-nineteenth century. 


COUGHLIN’S SCAB UNION 


(Continued from Page One) 

Whether Coughlin launched the 
move on his own responsibility, or 
whether the big automobile manu- 
facturers, headed by the union- 
hating Henry Ford, are back of the 
move in which the Radio Priest is 
to capitalize for the benefit of the 
exploiters the popularity won by 
his several years of broadcasting 
in a last desperate attempt to keep 
the workers from organizing in 
their own union is not known; ob- 
servers, however, can draw their 
own conclusior 

Whether 
or suffers 
it deserves 














plan 
ignominious 
the con- 
workers for the 
£ w-dog” maneuver, the fact 
remains that it left to the 
Radio Priest of the Shrine of the 
Little Flower capitalize his 
‘loth and utilize the immunity his 
‘alling is supposed to confer on 
him strike a blow in the in- 
large and important section of the 
working class 

Hitherto, like all fascist dema- 


oughlin’s suc- 
the 
from 


of the 





was 


to 


to 






zogues, Coughlin has_ generally 
‘onfined himself to vague nothings, 
veing all things to all men, de- 
1ouncing sin and extolling virtue 
vithout taking a definite stand on 
inything for which he could be 
1eld accountable. Indeed, his far- 
fung National Union for Social 
Justice, for which he claims 


9,000,000 members, is an “organi- 
zation” ] 


or radio listeneds who send 


fan letters to the Shrine of the 
Little Flower and to whom the 
Radio Priest replies that they 


needn’t worry about what his Na- 
tional Union stands for, that when 
the time came the “principles” 
will be supplied by Coughlin him- 
self, 

There have been two notable 
exceptions — when Coughlin took 
the floor in favor of what Al Smith 


called the “baloney dollar,” and 
vhen his radio voice was linked 
with the Hearst press in the defeat 
1! American adherence to the 
World Court. 

Outside of those two issues, 
foughlin has been eloquently 


vague, ecclesiastically non-commit- 
al and piously positive on nothing 
hat you could lay your hands on. 


Just the set-up for a fascist 
yretender! 
The auto bosses have won a 


owerful recruit in Coughlin, for 
1e is eloquent and he has a tre- 
following; no one knows 
xactly what he stands for except 
hat generally he is supposed to 
e “for the people” (like all fascist 


nendous 





lemagogues); and he is a Catholic 
yriest; for the cloth of a clergy- 
nan—especially a Catholic priest— 

even a better shield for ex- 
ploiters to operate behind than the 
lag. The bosses may hope that 
vorkers will be deterred from 
pposing Coughlin’s scab “union” 
yy the fear in so doing they 
vill “religion” and 
he Chi 

But the labor movement knows 
that its enemy is the employing 


‘lass, whose most effective weapon 
the company “union”; 
company “union” is the 
hether organized openly by 
the employers, or by their tools 
behind the folds of the 


has been 





rating 








d in the sheep’s clothing 





fa < al garb. 
The auto workers will give their 
ply by building a mighty union 
Oo heir own, associated with the 
ovement as a whole and 


of all entangle with the 
who are today enjoy- 
atest prosperity in their 
do 


ments 


ses, 






history—a1 who not want 
eir prosperity, earned for them 
he toil of the workers, dis- 

bed by the solidarity of the 
workers serving their own in- 


terests. 
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"Editor's Corner 





Review of and Comment on Events 
Here and Abroad, Critical 


and Otherwise 
































and vast enthusiasm. 









By James Oneak 
Socialist Sinners and Communist Saints 


HERE is a rather comic phase of the decisions of the Communist 
International which has been overlooked. The members of the 


} 


ives to 





Communist Party have a painful ordeal in adjusting thems 





the “new line,” and we imagine many of them have to take stimulants 


to survive it. 

In their periodical publications they have been making their adjust- 
ment to the policy of supporting “bourgecis democracy,” but what can 
they do with the books and pamphlets published before the decisions 
of the recent Moscow congress? They will have to destroy thei or 
stow them away until the ‘old line” becomes the “new line” by re- 
versing the recent decisions. Bolshevism is capable of this reversal as 
the recent congress shows. 

Before us lie eleven pamphlets which make up a series of texts 
in what is called “Marxist Study Courses.’ They bear the imprint of 
International Publishers, a Communist publishing house in New York 
City. These lessons are printed for use by student hopefuls in Com- 
munist Party study classes. Here is the official dope of the C.P. on 
political economy, industrial crises, the S Social Democratic parties, the 
free trade unions, imperialism, “social fascists,” virtuous Communists 
and the criminal Socialists, and all in terms of the “Marxist-Leninist” 
philosophy. Dimitroff was careful enough at the recent Comintern 
congress to include the word “Stalinist” when he mentioned the 
philosophy a number of times. Perhaps he feared that Stalin had ¢ 
slungshot hidden for use if Stalin was overlooked. 

Here are about 700 printed pages in eleven pamphlets which the 
boys will have to store in the garret until the “old line” is restored 
by order of Stalin. They present June Communism which does not 
correlate with July Communism. Here the Social Democrats are still 
“agents of the bourgeoisie’ and dangerous “social fascists.” Here 
Socialists supply “theoretical arguments for the robbery of the 
working class by finance capital.” Here we are told that it is n 
accident that Social Democracy , “feeds on fascist ideas” which is now 
called “social fascism.” Here we are all unmasked for the dirty 
scoundrels we are, and individual Socialists in this and other countries 
are singled out by name so that the “betrayed” proletariat will be able 
to recdgnize them. Here the Communists are always trying to save 
the working class while the infamous Socialists are always selling the 
workers to the exploi Here Socialist vice persists in triumphing 
over Communist virtue. 


A God in the Communist Temple 

Bt we are not so sure whether it is to be the “old li or the new 
one. The Romans worshipped a god with two faces, one looking 
forward and the oer looking backward. They prayed to Janus in a 
temple which was kept open during war and closed in times of peace 
He was the god of insta and Ends; and one who reads Dimitroff’s 
speech at the Comintern congress is unable to say which of the two 
faces in the Communist temple is speaking, whether the speech is the 
beginning or the end, and whether war is on and the temple is open 
or peace has arrived and the temple is closed. 
The speech appears ir ht pages of a supplement to th 
Worker, tabloid size, : over into six columns of 







































issue. Reading it, is no doubt that both faces 
Here we Socialists raded as the sinful scot 
our alleged crimes are enum é while » Communis 





the survey as frost-bitten angels 
from their heavenly course but who remain God’s 
zig-zag towards heaven, each eventually sure of his harp. 





who now and then 





Here we are and there they are. Look 5 Of 
purists and dirty scoundrels. But never n Th ¢ 
and scoundrels to get togethe: a d front.” When 





alliance of the blacklegs and puritans is formed, Di mitroff assures u 
that the puritans will “loyally” carry it out. Then follows this solemn 
injunction: “We shall mercilessly expose all sclatege of joint action 
on the part of persons and organizations participating in the 
united front.” 

Does that sound familiar? It does. The two faces of the Com 
munist Janus manage y dif nt th -_ me t 1 th 
same sentence, and one i } $ C 
the temple for the faithful to pray when war is on. 

In short, the Dimitroff speech does not differ from the otl 
proaches of the Comintern since 1922, except that it is more dull ti 
the stuff that Zinoviev used to hawk in the days when he was ccck- 
of-the-walk. 

Dimitroff speaks like a modern Gratiano, of " ym Shakespeare 
said: “Gratiano speaks an infinite ( j . than any 
in all Venice. His reasons are as two $¢ of wheat hid in t 
bushels of chaff: you shall seek all day to find them; and when you 
have them, they are not worth the search.” 


Fifty Years of British 


Socialism 


(Continued from Page Five) |years had been the leaders, first 
Liberals, themselves divided be-| of the Independent Labor Party 
tween the followers of Asquith and|and then of the Labor Party, 
Lloyd George. In the domain of | joined in vitriolic attacks against 
foreign affairs it left behind a dis-|the Labor Party and appealed 
tinguished record. | the voters to defeat its candidates, 

The second Labor Government,| warning that should the Labor 
formed in 1929, found itself in a| Party come out victorious it would 
more favorable Parliamentary sit- confiscate the banks and bring 
uation. In the elections of 1929} about a catastrophic panic. 
it had emerged the strongest single The election ended in a severe 
party but still short of a majority. | defeat for the Labor Party. Al- 
Once more it was dependent in| though it received 7,000,000 votes, 
its representation in Parliament 












































Parliament upon the Liberals, but | 

managed, nevertheles, o put; was reduced from approximate 
through another program of im- | 290 to less than 50. 

portant social legislation. | The defection of MacDonald i 

Unfortunately, the world depres- ; Snowé ten was unquestionably a big 

} Labor Party. Man; 


was doomed to destr 














sion set in soon after the Labor 
Government went into office. 
land was particularly hard hit. 
porting nearly forty per cent of to recoup its str 
her indust 1 


than two years, how- 








al output, England de- | anization and ideologi 

pends for the most part upon im-/ally. Today it is stronger than 
ports for her food supply. The|ever and looks forward to the 
economic crisis placed the Labor | coming election with supreme con- 
Government jn an extremely dif- | fidence. 

ficult position. Engrossed in a vast During the past half century the 
mass of governmental work, min-/| British trade unions have grow! 
isters lost contact with the trade | tremendously in power and influ 
unions. The masses, unable i } ighly organ 
vine what was occurring beh 
scenes and not adequately in-| ization 
formed of the tremendous difficult- | exten 
ies with which the Government had | d 
to contend, began to grumble about | 
the Government’s failure to carry | t 
out certain promises of the Lab x | te 
platform hastily made by the party 
in the election. Disagreements 

made themselves manifest among 








ence. 





istered organ 
hem maintair 
1 and resear 























New York Socialists to Open Campaign 
At Town Hall Raliy September 29th 


HE New York election campaign will be formally opened 
Surday, September 29th, at Town Hall, 43rd Street and 





Sixth Avenue, with a big ra 


fication rally and mass meeting. 


Fer years the opening gun of the fall campaign has been 


fired at the Town Hall mectin 


Frimary Day, when the ticket ha 


nz on the Sunday following 
; formally been nominated. 


These meetings have always been noted fcr packed halls 


ception. 


Details and the names cf the spea 
later. 


The 1935 meeting will be no ex- 


kers will be announced 


iNDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS MUST KEEP 


THE DATE OPEN AND ARRANGE NO CONFLICTING 
AFFAIRS! 






































































N.E.C. IN CHICAGO 
OCTOBER 11-13 


WAITERS PUT ON ACT 
AT SWANKY CABARET 
AND WIN UNION SHOP 


PHILA. JUDGE RULES 
SWEATSHOP IS AN 
EVIL TO BE FOUGHT 


Upholds Restaurant Work- 
ers Who Picket Important 
Restaurant — Decision of 
Vital Importance to Ali 














HILADELPHIA. — An unpr: 
















han api years at 







































READING CONFIDENT 


OF VICTORY IN THE 
NOVEMBER POLL 


Special to The New Leader 


Pa. — Sociali 
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All parties scored heavy gains|— 
registratior } ; ts g -| 
90 per cent their best | 
previous figure. The Democrat | 
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ned 95 per cent and ' 
icans 64 ? nuch a 
en mean Is a we 
job to éni 





of vast! rreater impor 
i glance. 
past two ele ys the So- 


ive been de 








ited only by 





ocal fusion of the two old par- f 
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Open- Air 
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Parkway. 





Mond iy, 
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with Henry 
gs Highway. 
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PARTY NOTES 
New York City 
MANHATTAN 
Mecting Tuesday, Sept. 10, 


adway. Plans for extensive 
be discussed. Campaign 


be elected. Open-air 

Henry Jager are a huge 

in spite of Communist disruptors, 
BRONX 

General membership 

, Sept. 6, at Bronx Labor 

en Westchester Ave.. to discuss 


and local aha ble ms. 
of branch 





meet 
at 789 Els mere Place. 


Branch meeting Tues- 
Picnic to Dr. Silverbera’ 
Sept. 8, at 9 am, sharp; 
\. Kingsbridge Road. 


rhe Socialist Party 


talgamated Houses suffered a 
in the death of our de- 
member, Louis Rabinoff. The 
the branch extend sin- 
ts the bereaved 
» Rabiaoff ant the children. 
KINGS 
meetings in Bensonhurst 
il spei ak at 67th Street 
: . riday, Sept. 6. Abe 
and others will 
Sept. 11, et 67th St. 
Henry Jager will 
do Mermaid Ave 


Is < Bon 


meeting Tuesday, Sept. 10, 
Parkway 
t. 14, 67th St. and Bay 
r August Claessens, 





Z Fred Shulman, Louis 
Primoff 


9, 86th St. and 2tst Ave. 


h. 








Thu 
1 bridge party for 
Drive Fund, 
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Dock Workers in Cape- 


town in Internat’! Gesture 




















WORKMEN'S CIRCLE 
75,000 MEMBERS 


The Largest Radical Working- 
men's Fraternal Order 
im Existence 


$5,000,000 ASSETS 


All Over fhe United 
States and Cana 

insurance from $108 > $3,006 

15 weeks per year, at 

and $28 per week. Many 

additional benefit fron 


gs, 





<f d e600) or nine months 


Mountaine—besides the regular 


For information apply to 


THE WORKMEN’S CIRCLE 
176 East Broadway, N. Y. City 
Telephone ORchard ¢4Ano0e 


week. Consumption 


rium, located In the 
region ‘of the Cats 
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Features of the Week on 
(1300 Ae.) WEVD (231 M) 
Sunday—11 a.m.—Forwatr 
Metropolitar String 
p.m.-Don Carlos; 10 
livan Operettas. 
Monday--8 a.! the Day 
Right, Jacob S City Con- | bran 
rs’ Guide 83 

Tuesday—8 p.m.—Dolores Hanford, so 
; set irving | Alt Editor n 

vople’s: Money”; 8:30-—"The Message niost 

.” Harry Greenberg, Manager, Local aill 
—_— ; 8:45 rsity of th weekly 
10:15 3 ti soprano; | 
1( Show 1eS, 

Wednesday—S p. m.—King Neesen, 
8:15--City Affairs Committee, Ben 
Chairman of City Fusi mn Party; 

Ora R il; 10 niversity 

f Ai 

Thursday , p.m Maril vt 

Universit f the z 10 
Pri 1 Pp 10:1 
ra House; 10:45--Sky-High Ranchers 

Friday—8 p.m.--City Art Quartet; 8:15 

niversity of the Air; 10:30—Medical 

Saturday 6 p.m.—Jewi t 

\ 6 :50—‘Annie 1 Benny,’ of 
sketch; 8 15 Nicholas Saslavsky, bari super 
t ; 



















































rrder from your grocer this famou 
Russian Tea known to muiions ai Te 
“A2VIiRTOCHNI CHO PF 








V" Triedinan, pianos 1:19 News | T WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, INC. 


(ORGANIZED 1872) 
' 4 co-operative Fire Insurance Soctety, 
h Events of iffiliated witb the Cooperative League 
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HEIL COUGHLIN! 








































































with his rival scab “union.” 


hope and believe he will not be successful. 


the forces of reaction under one banner. 


man workers. 


Heil Coughlin! 
ers of this nation. 
treat you. 


scab and enemy of social progress. 


DOLLAR DIPLOMACY 





they might recall many things! 


ever dead. 


BERNARR MACFADDEN 





reactionary in the United States. 


thinking on social and economic questions. 


what crude idealist. 


sex education and intellectual integrity. 


its suppression and the jailing of its editors. 


the ignorant whom he once sought to elevate. 
Now he is rich. Now he publishes ‘‘Liberty.”’ 
he out-Hearsts Hearst. 






spised the Macfadden of 1935! 


} 


/ 








Wé are disappointed in Father Charles E. Coughlin but 
not surprised. That the “radical” priest was a po- 
tential fascist if not actually a fascist was something we 
had long suspected, but we made the mistake of crediting 
him with a little more shrewdness that he now displays. 

For a long time he managed to fool many people into 
the belief that he was a new social prophet come to preach 
a message of equality of opportunity and social justice. 
His glib tongue had succeeded in confusing many minds. 
But the good padre, his head dizzy with success and pub- 
licity, has overreached himself. Throwing aside the mask 
he has been wearing with a large measure of profit to him- 
self he has now announced himself as the leader and or- 
ganizer of a scab union of automobile workers in Detroit. 

It is significant that as long as the American Federa- 
tion of Labor had tarried in the task of granting an inter- 
national charter to the automobile workers that would 
eliminate, in large part, the obstacle of craft divisions, 
Father Coughlin thought it wise to stand aloof, but the 
very moment the charter was granted and the road 
cleared for the development of a powerful, effective or- 
ganization of the automobile workers he stepped forward 


Apparently he and those whose work he is doing felt 
there was no time to lose if the automobile workers were 
to be double-crossed and diverted from their purposes. 
Father Coughlin is confident that he is the man best fitted 
to do the double-crossing. We agree with him, but we 


To complete his open entry into the fascist camp the 
padre has joined the forces of William Randolph Hearst 
and has given his approval to Hearst’s proposal for estab- 
lishment of a ‘‘Constitutional Democratic Party,’’ whose 
purpose it will be to fight all advanced social legislation, 
curb the organization and demands of labor and unite all 
Its slogans are 
to be a mixture of that spurious democracy which Hitler 
used with no mean success in deceiving millions of Ger- 


We thank you, father, for the frank manner in which 
you have now presented yourself to the organized work- 
From now on they will know how to 
By which we mean that from now on you 
stand forth clearly and unmistakably as a strike breaker, 


[' is all very well for the President and other officials to 
become outraged at the “‘dollar diplomacy”’ of the al- 
leged Standard Oil deal with the Conquering Lion of 
Judah, for if there really was such a deal it is just a little 
too raw even for experienced American statesmen to 
stomach. But before they perish of apoplexy over the 
* perfidy of business interests callously endangering the 
peace of the world they might recall America’s own ad- 
ventures in Central America, with marines shedding good 
American and Nicaraguan blood in the interest of coffee 
and sugar; they might recall adventures in Haiti and the 
seizure of the Canal Zone, our spotted career in Cuba... 


CAPITALISM! There is the enemy. The world will 


not be a decent place to live in usttil that system is for- 


[' appears that Bernarr Macfadden is eager to nose out 
his fellow-publisher, William Randolph Hearst, as chief 
As publisher of the 
magazine curiously named ‘“‘Liberty”’ he has been carry- 
ing on a campaign that excels only in stupidity the Hearst 
war upon those Americans who dare to do their own 


His latest performance was the publication of a 
clumsy and idiotic attack upon what has come to be 
known as “college radicalism,” in which the writer delib- 
erately set out by confusing Socialism and Communism 
to arouse hysteria against all independent thinking. 

That this sort of thing comes from Macfadden is 
hardly surprising, considering the progressive degenera- 
tion of a man who once was an honest, though some- 
In his robust youth he promoted in 
his magazines ideals of physical culture, clean living, sane 
Indeed, he once 
published a magazine first called “Fair Play’ and later 
“The Cry for Justice’ that was so radical that the Mac- 
fadden (and the Hearst) of 1935 would have called for 


But that was the end of his intellectual honesty. 
Slowly he slipped into pornography, until he published 
the unspeakable New York Graphic of foul and unsavory 
memory; and then the “Dream Confession’’ type of mag- 
azine pandering to the cheapest and lowest instincts of 


Now he has reached the bottom. 
How the Macfadden of an earlier day would have de- 


The inner difficulties and 


Nazi government, to utter some 
to the Hitlerites. 

spate Schacht, who bears a large 
sibility for what has happened in 
ginning to wake up to the idea 
Reich” is facing collapse. 


contradictions at 


work within the Hitler regime have prompted Dr. 
Hjalmar Schacht, president of the 
chief representative of the big industrialists in the 


words of Warning 
share of 
Hence his recent cries of 


“danger ahead” and warnings that the hoodlumism 
of Nazi mobs must be brought under control. 





Reichsbank and 


We ve 


come too late. 


nture 


the consequence 


himself one of its leading proponents. 

reckoning is coming, and Dr. Schacht, like the rest 
f , 

of the assassins of German liberty, cannot escape 


respon- 
Germany, is be- 


that the “Third 


“We 


whelms you ! 


are in the same 
ings to his fellow fascists. “We 
of respectability.” 


the penalty awaiting them. 
same boat, and all of you, blood-stained fascists, will 
go down together when the inevitable storm over- 


All in the Same Boat 


boat,” is the substance of his warn- 
must don the mantle 


to believe that the warnings have 
Dr. Schacht should have thought of 


s of Hitlerism before he had made 


The day of 


Yes, you are all in the 





By Benjamin Meiman 
Our Washington Correspondent 
The tumult and the shouting dies, 
The captains and the kings depart. 


AS that written about Wash- 
ington? It could have been. 
With President Roo-evelt leaving 
last Saturday night the Capital 
became a village. It so happened 
that as soon as the overworked 
and overheated congressmen left 
our city got a touch of the chill 
autumn weather. The hot air is 
now gone from Washington. 

In the absence oi Congress and 
the President we naturally turn 
our attentions to the State Depart- 
ment, where our internationa! re- 
lations are being “related.” Our 
attention is focussed on two out- 
standing world affairs: The offi- 
cial and unofficial notes to the 
Soviet Government, and Arnerica’s 
pretended aloofness in the Italian- 
Ethiopian situation. 


Russia Warned Again— 
This Time Indirectly 

AST Saturday Secretary of 
State Hull warned Soviet Rus- 

interference 


sia that any further 
with the affairs cf this country 
within the borders of the Soviet 


Union will “seriously impair” 
friendly and official relations be- 





tween the two nations. No com- 
munication with the Soviet Gov- 
ernment is contemplated. 


Secretary Hull stood fast 
stand, expressed in the note 
ered to the Soviet Governmen 
Sunday, that there had been inter- 
ference in the affairs of the United 
States and that the Soviet’s non 
interference pledge had been 
broken. 

The statement of policy puts the 
United States in the 4 
being sole judge of future acts 
interference. It was interpreted to 
mean that United States in- 
tends to withdraw formal recogni- 
tion without preliminary negotia- 
tions if at any time in the future 
the non-interference 












position ot 


the 






is not yet ready or willing to break 
off diplomatic relations. But it’s 
hard to back down from a strong 
threat of grave consequences. The 








Behind the Scenes 


|ccuntry’s 


in Washington 










back door—a _ statement to the 
American people—was the only 
exit left. 

Nevertheless, the responsibility 
rests on Russia. Secretary Hull 
pointed out a clear violation of 
the Soviet’s’ pledge “to prevent 


the activity on its territory of any 
organization or group, or of rep- 
resentatives or officials of any: or- 
| ganizati yn or group—which has as 
an aim the overthrow or the prep- 
aration for the 
the bringing about by 

change in, the political or social 
order of the whole or any 
of the United States, its Territories 
or possessions.” Obviously that ac- 


verthrow of, or 
force of a 





part 


cusation cannct be disposed of by 
the Soviet’s naive disavowal of its 
pledge. The State Department has 
given notice to the Moscow 
ernment that future disregard of 
its obligations can not but “seri- 
ously impair” the relations be- 
tween tne two countries. 


gov- 


It is well that the State Depart- 
ment did not hastily carry out the 
implied threat in its note of pro- 
test. Nothing could be gained by 


impetuously breaking off relations 








with the Soviet. But to Russia it 
is a warning that there is danger 
in playing a double game: P! ng 
|“diplomacy” in one corner and 
| playing “World Revolution” to the 
j}Communist gallery in another cor 


lner of the same Kremlin. 


The Heavy Weight of War 






Clouds 
| aampdarie every effort toward 
maintaining aloofness, the 
Unit States finds itself 1a 
positicn of importance 





seething European si 
though there is no though 7 
being directly involved, 


ithe United States is finding i 














a part of the world drama. 

Most important of all will prob 
ably be the question of the extent 
to which | l ent 
\ n € recently e1 
acted ne legislatior Much 
will depend on the definition which 
must be adopted of “arms, ammu- 


nition and implements of wag,”’ th 
export of which to belligerent 





it finds that expressly forbidden by the new 

pledge is being broken. law. The law includes no specifi 
The first American note to Rus- | definition. 

sia, threatening “the most serious If Emperor Haile Sela 

consequences” if Communist pr that through the leasing of min- 

aganda against the United States | eral concessions to American 

is continued by the Comintern, was jterests | would obtain npathy 

harsh and very undiplomatic, but|or any measure co-opera 

the Soviet’s flat refusal to accept/irom the I ted States Gov 

the protest was no diplomatic gem | ment hy doomed to disappoint- 

either. It created a delicate sit-|ment. The old theory tha 

uation. The American Government | marines follow American capita 


has been abandoned by the present 
Administration and there is no in- 
dication that any change of atti- 
tude is being considered. Besides, 








lity act would make dif- 
ial assistance in 
ctual warfare, that might 
otherwise have been possible. 





Hull’s statement in 
reply to a question of whether fi- 
nancial consulted the 
State Department before making 
was the keynote of 
of the department. 


Secretary 
interests 


such a deal 





the attit 














Hull d that they do not consult 
the § Department under this 
Administration. [This was written 
before Hull forced Standard Oil to 
di p he dé ]—Ed.] 

The State Department had no 
advance information whatever that 


the deal was pending. It has, how- 
ever, taken a definite interest in 
the znnouncement of the deal and 
j 1 ring to find out what it 
is ali about. It was indicated that 
little more of the details than has 


endeav« 
] 






appeared in the newspapers has 
been learned. 

Of more immediate concern to 
the United States is enforcement 
of the recent neutrality legislation. 
The measure bars shipments of 
arms and carries other provisions 
he ild be invoked only in case 
f | warfare. There is noth- 

g ) arms shipments 

1 \ ig period of prelimi- 
na 1 aS are taking place in 
onnection with the Ethiopian sit- 
ua The law also may place 
upo? e American Government 


ity of determining 
begins. It is 
Mussolini will 
without a 


State- 


when wat 
ivable that 
inst Ethiopia 
ation of war. 
Italian dictator and 
and naval oper- 














light conceivably even now 

: j be ‘onsidered acts of war. 
! The neutrality act directs the 
| Pre “definitely to enumerate 
~ | the Y ammunition, or imple- 
}ments of war, the export of which 
prohibited by this act.” No such 
imeration has been made, but it 
nderstood that the act will not 
I iterpreted to cover raw mate- 
ind other commodities that 
be used indirectly in war- 


months 
has been an in 
raw mate- 
warfare, 


yf 


first seven 
there 


» export of 








could go into 





ut a decline in the shipment 


irm and ammunition. 


i These lat- 
lt amounted to only $3,316,000, a 
ldecline of nearly $500,000 under 
|the same period of last year. At 
|the same time exports of cotton, 

rap iron, steel, copper ingots, 
truck and tractors increased. These 

»ducts, under the present inter- 


pretation, would not be affected by 

fembargo provisions. Neither is 
there any prohibition against ex- 
jtension of credit, 





Leisure They 








Editor’s Note.—“Labor and Lei- 
sure” was the subject of a sym- 
posium participated in by Dr. Lynn 
A. Emerson, president of the Voca- 
tional Guidance Association, 
Algernon Lee, president of the 
Rand School, and President Palmer 
of the Utopian Society, broadcast 
on Labor Day afternoon from the 
studios of Station WEAF over.a 
national hook-up of the N. B. C. 
Algernon Lee spoke as follows: 
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HOPE I shall not be misunder- 
stood when I say at the very 
outset that I have never been able 
to take the same sort of interest 
that Many others do in the ques- 
tion of what the workers are to 
do with their leisure. I am not 
finding fault with the social work- 
ers, eduea tors, . 
and other public- 
spirited men and 
women who re- 
gard this as an 
important social 
problem and are 
seeking to solve 
it. I only say that 
my way of look- 
ing at the sub- 
ject is different 
from theirs. To - 
me it seems that, 
if it is a prob- Algernon Lee 
lem at all, it is primarily the 
working people’s own problem and 
will have to be solved in the main 
by the working people themselves. 
After all, it is their leisure we are 
talking about. 
An Old Problem 

The question is not a new one. 
It was being discussed as long ago 
as I can remember, and a good deal 
farther back still. About the mid- 
dle of the nineteeth century, when 
the most progressive workers were 
striving for the ten-hour day; some 
fifty years ago, when the eight- 
hour Movement was getting under 
way; during and right after the 
World War, when the 5-day week 
was being demanded and in some 
measure won—at each of these 
periods, just as now, when Or- 
ganized Labor is launching a cam- 
paign for the thirty-hour week, the 
same questions were being asked: 
“What wiil the workingmen do 
with the hours cut off from the 
workday? Do they know how to 
use their leisure? Will they not 
waste it in aimless loafing, or worse 
than waste it in ways injurious to 


9% 


their health and morass? 











se 


There has been the same kind 
of anxious questioning at times 
when the workers were success- 


fully demanding higher wages, In 
good faith or bad faith men asked: 


“What will they do with their 
added income? Do they know how 
to use money wisely? Are they 


not likely to squander it on things 
that will do them no real good 
and may even do them harm?” 

I think such questions have al- 
ways been raised first by persons 
who intended them as arguments 
against increase of wages or re- 
duction of hours. Afterward they 
have been taken up by quite other 
elements and in a quite different 
spirit—by humane arfd forward- 
looking persons not directly in- 
volved on either side in the strug- 
gle between capital and labor, who, 
tacitly assuming that the workers 
don’t know how to make good use 
of their spare time, earnestly try 
to teach them the art. 

A Tacit Assumption 

I freely admit that such persons 
can be and often are very helpful. 
What I object to is the tacit as- 
sumption of the workers’ incapac- 
ity to solve the problem for them- 
selves, and the patronizing attitude 
to which it sometimes The 
working class seldom fails to wel- 
come those who come to it in the 
spirit of true comradeship, but it 
does not need tutors and guardians. 


leads, 


Maybe I am biased from having 
been born in the working class and 
never wished to get out of it. 
3iased or not, it is my sober opin- 
ion, after forty years of rather 
close and active association with 
the labor movement, that in 

as in Many other matters the 


this 


The Workers Will Not Waste 


By Algernon Lee 


Strive to Win 








rule, been at a loss for things to 
do in such time as they could spare 
from the very uninteresting tasks 
by which they get their livelihood. 
There are exceptions, of course. 
But I think every candid person 
must admit that there is propor- 
tionately more wasting of time and 
positive misuse of time among 
what are called the better classes 
than among the mechanics and la- 
borers and factory operatives. 

There are certain handicaps un- 
der which the working people suf- 
fer in this matter of making the 
best use of leisure. 

Real Leisure 

One of them is that of real lei- 
sure they still have by far not 
enough. Not all the waking time 
in excess of working hours is real 
leisure. There are many kinds of 
work so hard or so dull, so wear- 
ing to the nerves if not to the 
muscles, that even eight hours of 
it leaves the worker tco tired to 
do anything with zest and enjoy- 
ment before or after supper or at 
the week-end. In such cases, if he 
simply loafs, he is perhaps making 
the best possible use—let me rather 
say, the least harmful use—of 
those few hours. But time which, 
because of sheer fatigue, can be 
put to no better use than this is 
hardly to be called leisure. 
Moreover, the world “leisure” 
implies some peace of mind, some 
sense of freedom and security. 
There are just now, even under the 


New Deal, millions of men and 
women who cannot get employ- 
ment. But it cannot be said that 


they are at leisure. Time hangs 
heavy on their hands, not because 
they are too ignorant or thought- 
less to put it to good use, but be- 
cause they are so depressed by 
want, so haunted by fear, so hu- 
miliated by dependence, that ef- 
fective recreation and cultural ac- 
tivities are not to be thought of. 
When we get a thirty-hour week 
for all, and fairly steady employ- 
ment for all, instead of the alter- 
nation of fatiguing overwork with 
unwilling idleness, then we shall 
be able to say that the workers 
have real leisure, and it will then 
be time erough to blame them or 
pity them if they don’t know how 
to use it. 

That is one handicap. 
is another. 

in a Complicated Society 
In our complicated society, a 
certain physical equipment is re- 
quired to make leisure usable. The 
tenements and the crowded streets 
of our great cities, the shacks and 
barracks of our mining and tex- 
tile centers, with their bleak sur- 
roundings, do not provide the 
space, the quiet, the comfort, the 
brightness and beauty which would 
conduce to happy family life, 
neighborliness, community feeling, 
joyous recreation, and cultural de- 
velopment. It is an everlasting 
wonder, not how dull and sordid 
men’s minds become under these 
conditions no, the everlasting 
wonder is that they are not alto- 
gether sordid and dull. 

Those who have money can pro- 
vide themselves with the surround- 
ings and equipment that are neces- 
sary to good use of their spare 
time. The masses of the working 
people, even when they are steadily 
employed, and when their hours of 
labor are reasonably short, still 
lack suitable physical opportunities 
to benefit by the spare time they 
have. 

Here, then, is my conclasion: 
If anyone is concerned that the 
working people should make the 
best possible use of their leisure, 
let him first of all do whatever 
he can to help them in their efforts 
to shorten the workday and the 
workweek and to put an end to 
unemployment; let him help them 
to win such wages as will leave 
them a margin over the basic cost 
of living, which they may safely 
use for recreational and cultural 
life; this done, it is my belief that 
they will not need very much help 
in finding out how to use their leis- 
ure, 


But there 





Correction: The word “meddling” 
in last week’s article was either a 
slip of the pen or a printer’s error. 








workers know pretty well what 
they want. They have always keen- 
ly felt the lack of real leisure 
available for the enjoyment of life 


They have never yet, as a general 





The phrase should have read “petty 
and middling business men,” desig- 
nating their economic status as 
distinguished from that of the 
master of big business.—A. L. 





The Hillquit 


Amendment 





DESPITE the adjournment of 
Congress the drive for the 


Hillquit Workers’ Rights 


Amendment goes on among the 


| 





abor organizations | 
ternal and | 
wherever working people 
together. 


With the 


bodies 


come 


ending of the Congres- 
sional sessions all bills not passed 
iutomatically die, and technically 
H,. J. Resolution 327, Congressman 
Marcantonio’s bi!l for the enact- 
ment of Hillquit Amendment, 
no longer exists. Nevertheless la- 





the 
bor organizations are cont 
the drive for support for the 
amendment, and resolutions 
endorsements will be filed with the 
Judiciary Committee after Con- 
gress reassembles in January and 
Congressman Marcantonio. 

NEW HAVEN.—The Labor-Com 





ana 











mittee of Local New Haven of the 


Socialist Party reports that peti- 
tions for the enactment of the 
amendment are being circulated 
and many signatures are being se- 


jcured, and that important labor 


organizations have endorsed the 
amendment. 

Among them are Carpenters’ 
Union Local 79; Machinists’ Union 


Local 420, Jewelry Workers’ Union 


Local 46; FERA Workers’ Union 
Local and Workmen’s Circle 
Branches 232, 17 and 493 and the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance. 

ERIE, Pa.—The Erie Central 
Labor Union has endorsed the 
Hillquit Workers’ Rights Amend- 


ment, and as a token of its deep 
interest it gave the local Socialist 
Party a stand at the annual Labor 
Day picnic, at which party mem- 
bers handled a large number of 
petitions, securing signatures from 
those who j ttended. 








